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L Orientation and General Information

Rio Grande do Sul!

Rio Grande do Sulis the largest, mostpopulous, and most important state in the Scuthern Region
of Brazil {compased of the states of Rio Grande do Sul, Parand, and Santa Cataring). Ieis the eighih larpest
statein the Union terrizorially, and the fifth largest in populaton {behind Sao Paulo State, Rio de Janeiro
State, Minas Gerais, and Bahia). It has the fourth-highest per-capita income at R$8,341, behind the
Federal District, S50 Paulo State, and Rio de Janeimo State, The state’s geographical areais slighedy smallec
than that of Arizona.

RioGrande do Sulis bordered by Uruguay on the south, Argentina on the west, Santa Catarina
on the north, and the Adantic Ocean on the east. The climate is subtropical. Seasonal temperatuce
variations are roughly comparable to those in the TS, Southy; in the winter it never gets much below zero
and only snows in the sierra, and summer high temperatures regularly reach into the mid-nineties. If
you're going to be in Rio Grande do Sul at any time from May to September; you'll need to bring sweaters
and arleast one good jacket, or buy them after arval.

The ethmic makeup of the stare ismarkedly different from that of most of the rest of Brazil and,
for that matter, the rest of Latin America. n addition to the descendants of Portuguese and Iralian
tmmigrants, the descendants of many German immigrants also kve in Rio Grande do Sul; biond-haired,
Blue-eyed people are ubiquitous. Witha populationofiust over tenmillion, the state is more popudous than
Michigan and slightly less populous than Ohio, It has the lowest infant moertality race in Brazil, and
continuous investments in education and health have made Rio Grande do Sul the Brazilian state with
the highest quality of life and level of human development. A resident of Ric Grandz do Sutiscalled a
gavicho; originally used onlyto refer to the region’s cowhoys, the term has since been expanded to desigrate
the state’s populaton in general,

The state’s economy is strong and varied. Itis the country'’s largest producer of grains {soy, corn,
wheat, and rice) and shoes, and it is also an important producer of tobacco, petrochemicals, wood and
wood products, and automohiles,

Check autwwwiturismo.ss.govibr for information about tourist attractions in Rio Grande do Sul.

" Almanaque Abril: Brasit 2003, pp. 349, 404-405 (S30 Paulo: Editora Abril, 5.A., 2003}
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Forto Alegre

Porto Alegre is the capitz] of Rio Grande do Suf and the seventh-largest ity in Brazil, witha
populationof 1.4 million? The entire metro area, consisting of twenty-twomunicipalities, encompasses
abour rwice tharmany inhabitants, giving Porto Alegre the fourth-largest metro area in Brazil, behind Sao
Pauio, Rin, and Bele Horizonte, but ahead of Recife, Salvador, Fortaleza, and Brasilia.?

Forto Alegre is a relanively conrfortable city with every modern amenity that can reasonahly be
expected, such as good public transportation, good sanitation, banles and A'TMs, good hotels, excellent
restaurants, and spacious shoppingmalls. Ninety-seven petcenit of porto-alagrenses are literate, ninety-nine
percent of homes have access to treated warer, and eighity-five percent ofhomes are connected to closed
sewersysterms.t

The following are Porto Alegre Turismo offices in the city:

Mereado doBomFim
Loja 12, Parque Farroupitha
Tel (51333887669

Salgado Filho International Airport
Av. Severo Dulius, 90010530 Jodio
Tel {5133358-2047

Mercado Priblico Central
Largo GlénioPeres, s1v°~Centro

Centro Cuttural Usinade Gasdmeo
Av. Pres. Jodo Goulart, 551 —Centro

Praia de Relas Shopping
Av: Praia de Belas, 1181

The Federal University of Rio Grande do Sul

The Federal University of Rio Grande do Sul {wwwiufres briufigs) is referred to in gaaicho
parlance as the “UFRGS,” pronounced as if there were no “F and wichahard “G": [tr-gis]. Ithasfour
campuses spread out throughort Porto Alesre, the twomast important of which being the downtown
campus and the Campus de Vale, on the road to the satellite city of Viarmdio, Ifyou rake courses in
languages or international relations, you will have te take a thirty-minute bus ride to get there. The law
schoolis located on the downtown campus.

The history af the UFRGS started with the founding of the School of Pharmacy and Cherristry
in 1893, In 1934, various schools were consolidated tocreate the Universityof Forto Alegre, which became
the Univessity of Rio Grande do Sulin 1947, In 1950, the university was federalized.?

2 Nobie, John et. al, Lonely Planet Brazil, 5th ed, p. 385 {Melbourne: Lonely Pianet Publications, 2002).
3 Almanaque, supra note 1, p. 165,
¢ Aimanague, supra note 1, p. 404.

° Ses wwaw Ufrgs briufros.
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The UFRGS is made up of approximarely 27,000 students—22,000 undergracduates and
7,000 greduates—making it the larsest university in the south of Brazil o Porto Alegre there are also
located some ten other universities, the most noteworthy of which is the Ferutfica Universidade Cardlica
(PUCRS), prominentylocated on Av: Ipitanga,

The UFRGS School of Law (Faculdadedle Dieito)

The law school

The UFRGS law school was founded in 1900, the first of its kind in the Southern Region of Bral.
For the first ten years of its existence it was housed in a building of the state povernment; on July 15,1910
Dean Manoel André da Rocha inaugurated the law school in the building char st houses it today?
Gendlio Vargas, president of Breail from 1930-1945 and 1951-1954, and Jodo Goulart, president from 1961~
1964, rank among the faw school's many illustrious alumnd.,

The fawschoat has approximarehy 550 students in total. Admission isextremely selective: outof
approximately four thousand agplicants, the 140 studenits that score the hisheston the vestibndor {entrance
exam) are admitted into the reshman chass each year, divided evenly between evening and daytime
tmermas (sectionsy.? The UFRGS law school is generally considered the best law schoob in the Southern
Region of Brazl, one of the four or five bestin the country, and the best for international Jaw

The law school faculty
Faculelade in Portuguese means “school.” Tosay “faculty” in terms of the professortal staff, the

appropriate term is corpodocente; “sudent body” mcidentally, is conpo discente. T he following ave some of
the faculty members you should know a litde aboutin advance of anival:

Prof. Claudia Lima Marques. S].D. from the University of Heidelberg (1996).
LLM. it International Conflict of Taws and Civil Law from the University of Tithingen. Specialistin
Furopean Community Law from the Europa-Insttut, University of Saarbiicken. Professor of the
Departnentol Public Law and ] egal Philosophy. Leader of the CNPg “Mercosur and Consumer Law”
research group and coordinator of the “Law and Post-Modemity” PPGD/UFRGS line of research.
Specialistinconsurner law, internatdonal conflicrof laws, and integration law.

Prof. Cezar Saldanha Souza. 5], in Constitutional Law from the University of Sao
Paulo, Head of the Department of Public Law and Legal Philosophy: Leaderof the CNPq sesearch group
“Supremacy of the State” and i respective PPGDUFRGS fine of research. Specialist in constirutional
Jaw; New Federalism, history, and legal philesophy

Prof. César Santolim. Professor of Cyber Law and Civil Law at UFRGS, LLM. in
Civil Law from UFRGS, Pursuing S.J.D. in Intermarional Law from UFRGS (2000-03). Specialiss v
elecoronic radle, new technolopies, cyber Jaw, and consumer faw.

Prof, Tupinambs Pinto de Azevedo, Professor of Environmental Law ac the UFRGS
Law School. LLM. from UFRGS. Associate Justice of the Trbunal de Justiga of Rio Grende do Sul.
Speciaiistincriminal law. CNPq reseascher

¢ See pamphlet: UFRGS: Universidade viva.
7 See pamphlet: UFRGS: O patriménio hisiorico e de todos nos!
® See pamphiet: UFRGS em numeros.
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- Prof. Rozingela Motiska Bertolo. Substitute Professor in the Department of Public Law
and Legal Philasophyat UFRGS, Professor of Environmental Law in the Escola Superior do Ministério
Puiblico of Rio Grande do Sul and in the Pscola Superior de Advocacia Munivipal. LLM. fom UFRGS.
Pursuing S.J.1 at UFRGS (2000-03).

Prof. Pedro Henrique Poli de Figueiredo. Professor of Administrative Law at the
Fondfica Universidade Catdlica (PUC/RS), in the Fscola Superior do Ministério Piblico of Rio Grande do
Sul, and in the Escola Superior de Advocacia Municipal, LLM. from UFRGS, Pursuing LL.D. at
UFRGS (2001-04). Rio Grande do Sul State Attomey:

L. To Take Care of Before Arrival in Porto Alegre

Language

You should definitely plan on spending afew weeles in Brazi! before classes beginifyour Portuguese
still needs some work; while maost of the UFRGS law schocl professors speak clearly in class, some of them
are hard to understand, and the rooms in the law schiool dor’t have the best acoustics. | can't sress
enough the importance of being reasonably fluent before you start classes, and knowledge of Spanish,
while certainly helpful, isnotsulficient. The pedagogical style in Brazilian law schoolis very lectuze-
intensive and almost completely non-Socratic; the information thar will be mostimportant for doingwell
on exarns is uttered orally by the professor during class, and readings are only partially enlightening.
Bringing a tape recorder o tape class lecoures may be a pood idea; borrowing the notes of a classmate in
whaose academic competence you trustis another partial sofution,

One Portuguese [anguage school that [ can recommencd for study before law classes begm in
Porto Alegre is FirstStep Brozil {(wwwifissepbrazl. com, info@firststephrazil.com), which has locadonsin
Rio de Janeiro (Ipanema) and Flortandpolis; the contact person’s name, as of August 2003, was Dufly
The Horiandpolis location s a siehour bus tide from Forto Alegre. For other language school aptions you
cancheck our wwwstudentumiverse.corm and www. Go Abmad.com,

Additionally, the UFRGS Instinro de Letras offers Portuguese for Foreigners in the regular
semester; you hiave the option of taking Portuguese class concurrently with law classes. If this option
appeals toyou, contact Professor Margarete Schlaster (3316-6708, marpasch@pro.via-rs.com.br) after
vou artive in Forto Alegre.

IFyou feel confident in your Portuguese-spealdng ahilities and want official certification of your
level of proficiency, the Brazilian Ministry of Education offers 2 two-day test two Gmes a year; in April and
October, for the reception of the Certificado de Proficiéncia em Lingua Portuguesa para Estrangeiros
{CELPE-Bras). The CELPE-Brasis the Brazilian analogue to the TOEFL, Ie's the only Brazilian-issued
certificare of Portuguese proficiency officially recognized by the Brazilian government, internadonally itis
accepted in companies and teaching institutions as proof of competence in the Portuguese language, and
sorme Bregilian universites (butnot UFRGS) require ieforentry into gracduate programs. More information
sallepedly locared on the Ministry of Education’s website, wwwimec.govby bue the site is extremely hard
tonavigate. Yourbestoption s o ask Marparere Schlatter about the examafter you arrive in Porte Alegee.

Getting health instrance that's sood abroad
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The tollowing goes without saying: malke sureyour health insurance policy applies abroad
before you leave the US. Ifitdoesn't, change companies or policies to get one thatis. Policiesfrom the
Dhallas-based Mega Life and Health Insurance Company (EO, Box 809025, Dallas, TX 75380-9025, tel.
800-7670700), which supplies all student policies for the University of Texas at Austin, apply abroad.

You'llprobably also want to buy the International Student Identity Card (ISIC) from Council
Travel (800-2-COUNCIL) belore leaving the LS. You'llneeditto be able to purchase scudent airfare
from STA {more details below), and you can get some discounts on museurns, etc. {although such
discounts with the ISIC are few and far between in Latin America). Tealso includes one other important
feature that you might not personally care abour but thar your parents will appreciate: repatriation of
remains insurance, Thatway, if you're facally hitby astray bullet from the Moo doPaviio (one of the
frels that overlook Copacabena) while strolling along the beach in Rio, Council will pay to geeyour body
sent back home, something which nomnally costs in the thousands of dollars, The ISICisaliede more than
Us$0

Getting your letter of scceptance and your srudene visa

Outof reciprocity for the visa requirement that the U.S. imposes on all Brazikian visitors, Brazi,
unlike its South Armerican neighbaors, requites visas of all Americans, even tourists.

Even though it's slightly more expensive and requtires the sending of a considerable samount of
documentation to the Brazlian consulate, youshould get astudent visa instead of a rourist visa, Forone,
wourist visas ate only valid for ninety days and vou would have woleave the country and reenter or obtain
anextensioninorder wstay longer Furthermore, astudent visa gives vou certain benefis thas a tourist visa
doesnot: (1) it's technically required by law since you are studying at a Brazilian institution; and (2) you
wiltbe classified as a resident of Brazi! and issued a Brazlizn 1D {cateira de idenritade), which can substitute
for your passport inmost circumstances. Asa Brazilian resident you have the freedom toleave and enter
the country at will and at no expense, and you have other privileges such as the ability o open abank
account.

Youmustenter Brazl the first dme within ninety days of the issuance of your studens visa, and
from thatinitial date of entry the visa is valid for one vear. The studentviga for graduate and postgraduate
students is called VITRM IV in Brazlian Immipration Department jargen.,

Getting your letter of acceptance from UFRGS
Relactes Institucionais e Intemacionais

Av. Paulo Gama 1106 andar
CEPSOMO000

Porto Alegne, RS

L (51)3316:3902

Fax. (5133316-3973

E-mail: refinter(@hufrgs.br

Director: Svia Rocha
Assistant; Rosemeni Aniunes
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The first reqquired documencyou should work on getting is a letter of acceptance from UFRGS,
The Departamento de Relagdies Instinucionats e Intemacionais (relinter(@ufrgs. by, hereinafter Relagdes
Intemacionais}, headed by Silvia Rochs, issues the letter. The Brazilian Consulate requires for purposes
of getting the student visa that the letter be “notarized,” which means that it must come on special paper
thatsays “Servico Piblico Federal” on the letterhead. The lecter must be the original; the Consulate will
notaccept a fax or an e-mail avtachmene. Silvia Rocha (relincer@ufzes br or silviamr@ufigs.br) will
express mail you the fetter

But before Relagtes Internacionais can issue the letter of aceeptance, you must send them
certain documents, which can be senit by fax ((55) (51)3316-3973)); a list of those docurnenss follows.
Keep these documents and tal<e them to Brazil with you. You will need thern [ater in order to get
officially registercd as a visiting student, This is an fmportant nate of caution: the initial letter from
Relaghes Intemacionais does not register yout in the UFRGS systern.

1. Aletter, written in Portuguese, fromyou to Silvis Recha expressing: {a} your intention tostudy
atthe UFRGS lawschoolunder astudent exchange program; (b the semester orsemestersduring which
youwill by studyingat UFRGS?, (c) the approximate date on whichiyou will be recurning to the United
States; (d) thar the exchange will be through the FIPSEACAPES program; dand (&) alist of courses that
youplanon taking. ™ This list of courses by nomeans binds you o registering for those particular courses
when youartive in Porto Alegre, Make sure youindicate wo Sihvia where to send the letter and whag kind
of ime constraints you're under with the consulate, [t'sbest to have Sflvia send the letter toyou, placeit
together with the other documentation you have to send to the consulate, and send itall in the same
package,

2. Aphotocopy of the first pages of your passport.

3. A recent official transcript {(atestado de matricula) from your home institution along witha
certified Portuguese translaton.!!

4. Aletter fromyour home institurion, along with a certified Portuguese translation of the same,
declaring: {a) thatyou are officially ervolled as a full-time student; and (b} thatyou have completed at
least forty percent of your degree program.

My suggestion is that you start this process with Silvia Rocha eight weeks before your
planned arrival in Brazil. Tt will take about two weeks to get the hard copy of the letter of
acceptance in your hands, which, granted that you have all the other required documentation
already in order, leaves six weeks for the consulate to receive your packet of materials, issue your
visa, and mail your passport back to you with the big stamp in it.

* If you plan on ariving in Brazil hefore the beginning of the semester (e.g., you arrive in Brazil in
January and do an Internship in Brasilia untif the semester begins in Porto Alegre in  March), inform
Siivia; she will write the letter stating that you will be studying for the entire period, so that your visa
will be valid from the date you arrive in Brazil. Otherwise, you would have to pay another heap of
money to get a tourist visa for those Initial weeks you'll be in Brazii.

' See “Registering for Classes” below for the procedure for choosing courses.

" Approval of the franslation by @ Portuguese professor is sufficient certification of the translation.
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Gettingyour studentvisa from the Brazlian consulate

Asstated, along with the letter of acceprance voull need several other documents tocomplete
the package to send t the consulate. Keepinmind chat these requirements, especially the prices, are
subject tochange, and you should always consult the consulate’s website to double-check before sending
anythingeff. Additionally, acouple of these requirements Tonly found et about by calling the consulate
on the phone, which means that the list on the website is incomplete and/or the exact requirements
chanpe from consulate (o consulate.

L. Original, notarized letter of acceptance from UFRGS.

2. A letter from your home instituition attesting to your stafus as a regular student and its
approval of your decision to study abroad. {This requirement does not appear on the list on the
website.)

3. Passport with at least six months’ validity and at least one fully blank page.

4. Two recent 27 X 27 passport-type photos, in color or black and white, front view, full
face, light background (snapshots are not accepted).

5. Proof of residence within the consular jurisdiction for the past twelve months. You can
only apply to the Brazilian consulate which has jurisdiction over your state of residence; sec the
list below to figure out what consular jurisdiction you live in. I fulfilled this requirement by
sending in a notarized copy of my Texas driver’s license. It's best to call the consulate to make
sure this is OK.

6. Proof of financial ability to pay [or your stay in Brazil. This canbe a notarized letter from
your bank, a copy of a recent bank statement, or similar documentation,

7. For a stay of longer than ninety days, two copies of a recent non-crimimal record
certificate issued by the Police Department of vour place of residence. Forme, this was a copy
of my blank criminal record from the Texas State Police, complete with fingerprints.

8. A vellow fever vaccination certificate if you've traveled within the last ninety days to any
of the following countries: Angola, Bolivia, Benin, Cameroon, Colombia, Ecuador, Gabon, Ghana,
Gambia, Guinea, Liberia, Nigeria, Per, Sierra Leone, Sudan or Zaire. Note that if you visit
Brazil's neighbots Bolivia, Colombia, Ecuados, and/or Peru during vour trip to South America
and then return (o Brazil, you're technically required to have a yellow fever certificate.'

9. A postal money order for $170 {or $160 if you hand-deliver the materials). The $170
figure includes the following fees:

2 When | returned o Brazil from a trip to Peru, the immigration official chacked my vellow fever
certificate.
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* Visafee payment: $40,

* Reciprocieyfee: $100. Blame the ULS. government for thisone.

- Handling fee for applications sent by mail: $10.

* Brazilian Federal Police processing fee: $20. Thisrequirement does notappearin the fiston the
wehsize, Youllhave to pay snadditional $30 or so when you get to Brazi and register you presence with
the Federal Police; trying to claim to the Porto Alepre Federal Police: that | had already paid $200f that fee
proved futile for me,

The following is alist of Brazilian consular jutsdictons in the United States, Remember thatyou
canonly apply to the consulate in whose jurisdicdon you reside.

Brazilian Consulate General in New York
1185 Avenue of the Americas (Sixth Avenue), 21 Floor
New York, NY 10036
Phone: (917) 777-7777
Fax; (212)827.0225
E-mail: consuladod@hrazitoyorp
www.brazilny.org
Jurisdiction: States of Connecticut, Delaware, New Jersey, New York, Fennsylvania and the

Bermuda [stands.

Brazilian Consulate General in Houston

1233 Wst Loop South

Park Tower North, Suite 1150

Houston, TX 77027

Phone: (713) 961-3063

Fax: (713} 961-3070

Eomail: consbras@brazthouston.org

wwwbrazithouston.org

Jurisdiction: Statesof Arkansas, Colorado, Kansas, Louisiana, New Mexico, Oklahems, and
T,

Brazilian Consulate General in Boston

The Stattler Building

20 Park Plaza, suite 810

Boston, MAQZ116

Phone: {617} 542-4000

Fax: (617)542-4318

E-mail: cebas@rmaudtranet.com

wwwiconsularebraal org

Jurisdiction: States of Maine, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, Rhode Istand and Vermont.
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Brazilian Consulate General in Chicago

401 North Michigan Avenue, Suite 3050

Chicago, IL60611

Phene: (312) 4640244

Fax:  (312) 464.0299

E-mail: bras-cg(@ix netcom.com

Jurisdiction: Seates of {llinois, Indianz, Towa, Michizan, Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska, North,

Dakota, South Dakota, and Wisconsin.

Brazilian Consulate General in Los Angeles

8484 Wilshire Bhed,, suites 730-711

Beverly Hills, CA90211

Phone: (323)651-2664

Fax:  (323)651-1274

E-mail consbrasla @earthlink net

Jurisdiction: States of Arizona, Hawaii, Idaho, Montana, Nevada, Utah, Wyorming, and in
California, the counties of Imperial, Kern, Los Angeles, Orange, Riverside, San Bernardine, San Diego,
San Luis Ohispo, Santa Barbara, und Ventura,

Brazilian Consulate General in Miami

2601 S. Bayshore Drive, Suite 800

Miarmi, FL.33133

Phane: 305)285-6200

Fax:  (305)285-6229

E-mail: consbras(@brazlmiami.ong

wwwhrazlmiamiorg

Juwisdiction: States of Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Mississippi, North Caroling, South Caroling,
and Tennessee. Puerto Rico, US Virgin [slands, and the Commonwealth of the Bahamas,

Brazilian Consulate General in San Francisco

300 Montgomery Street, suite 900

SanFrancisco, CA, 94104

Phone: (415)981-817C

Fax: (415)98(-3628

F-mail: consular@bralslorg

wwwbrazilsf.org

Jurisdiction: States of Cregon, Washingron, Alaska andin the state of California, the countes
of Alameda, Alpine, Amador, Butte, Calaveras, Colusa, Contra Costa, Del Norte, El Dorado, Fresno,
Glenry, Humbold, Triyo, Kings, Lake, Lassen, Madera, Marin, Mariposa, Mendocine, Merced, Madec,
Mono, Monterey, Napa, Nevada, Placey, Plumis, Sacramento, San Benedito, San Francisco, San Joaquin,
SanMateo, Santa Clara, Santa Cruz, Shasta, Sierra, Siskyou, Solano, Sonoma, Stardslaus, Suttes, Tehama,
Teinity, Totare, Tuolurne, Yolo, and Yuba,
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Brazilian Embassy in Washington, D.C.
3006 Massachusetts Avenue N
Whshington, D.C. 20008
Phone: (202) 745-2837
Fax: (202) 745.2827
wwwbrasilemb.org
Jurisdiction: District of Columbia, states of Kenoucky, Maryland, Chio, Virginia, and West
Virginia,

Air Passage to Brazil
See “Air Travel to Brazil” under “Practical Matters for Living in Brazil and Porto
Alegre” below,

I Te Take Care of Soon After Arrival inForto Alegre

Registering with the Brazilian Federal Police

Within thirty days after arrival in Brazil, you have to go In person to the local office of the
Policia Federal and register your presence in the country. Do not fail to do this; they take it very
seriousty. If you are in Porto Alegre during thatinitial thirty-day period, Relagdes Internacionais
will arrange for a car to take you and wait for you while you get registered. If you decide to go
onyour own, here are the address and phone of the Porto Alegre Policia Federal; directions on
whatbus to take appear below.

Depeartamento de Policia Federal

Superintendéncia Regional ne Ric Grande do Sul
Delegacia de Policia Marftima Aeroportudria e de Fronreiras
Grupode Registro de Estrangeiro

Aw Franga, 96 esq. Parand 92

CEP9040-600 Porto Alegre/RS

1éls. (Registrode Estrangeiro): 3358-9070,3358-9071

TeL {general): 3359-9000

Contact person; Pirez

You'll have to take with you the following items:

1. Your passport and a photocopy of the picture page and every page with a stamp on it.
The Federal Police needs a full blank page on which to place a page-sized stamp.

2. The entry card youfilled out on the airplane on the way to Brazil that the immigration
official stamped when he stamped your passport. Ifyou've lost it, begging the Federal Police for
mercy is not likely to help matters.
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3. Two passport-sized photos.

4. The documentation sent back ro you by the consulare {a receipt of payment from the
consulate, the original letier of acceptance, and the second copy of your criminal record).

5. Your address, complete with CEP (zip code}, and telephone number for purposes of
filling in the corresponding blanks on the forms.

0. Approximately R$100 for the processing [ee,

7. It's probably best to tale with you all the documentation that you faxed to Relagdes
Intemacionais, just in case the Police want to see something from it.

You'll have tofill out aform or two, sign some things, and get your finperprints (impressies
digitais) taken, They will issue you an unlaminated provisional identification card (referred to
as your “protocolo”) with your picture and a 17-digit protocol number on it; this card is extremmely
important. It takes at least three months for them to malke your pemmanent ID card (t.e, the
non-provisional carteira de idenfidade), so depending on how long you're staying in Brazil, you
might not ever lay eyes on it You'll have to start calling the Policia Federal around three
months after your initial visit to find out if the card is ready, and if it is you'll have to go there in
person to pick it up. You must have one of these two IDs, the provisional protocolo or the
permanent carieira de identidade, with you every time you enter or leave Brazil; if you lose it or
forget it at home the fine is quite stiff, Note also that the protocolo expires after 120 days; if after
120 days your carteira de idenfidade is still not ready, and you plan on leaving and reentering
Brazil, you must first go to the Policia Federal to get an extension {provrogagdo) en your protocolo.
Luckily, the protocolo is made on the spot while you wait.

[fyou get really impatiens about the fact thatit is mking monchs and months fot your cemteira de
ientidade to arrtve, and the Policia Federal seems tobe giving you the rumaround every time you call dhem
to ask the card's starus, you can call the place in Brasilia thar actually miakes the cards and ask them what's
taldng solong: (21)311-0384 (note that phone numbers in some citfes, such as Brasilia, are coly seven
digits).

Also beware thar the Federal Police maysend you aletter subsequent gy vour indtial visitsumimoning
you to appear in person with certzin documentaton, most likely something they forgot tw request &
photocopy of the first time you went there, You'll also have tw return there in person to pick up the
permanent ID Relaghes Internacionais is not likely to arrange for a car to take you on these subsequent
visits, 50 you'll have to go onyourown. Bus 653 leaves from Praca Rui Barbosa dewntown and about
twenty minuges later passes down Av, Brasil one block away from the Federal Polive; ask the driver wo el
vouwhere to petoff. To get to Praga Rui Barhosa from the law schoal, walk up Av. Joio Pessoa and pass

¥ You can get passport photos made at several photo shops throughout Porto Alegre; there seerms {o
be one on every block downtown. My suggestion is that you get several made and leave them in your
wallet; you'll need them for various IDs you'll eventually have to get made.

" | was in Brazil for a toiaf of seven months, and when | left my carteira stili wasn't ready.
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under the overpass {viachuo}; curve aroundwith the street, and the firstintersection vou come to is Av. D
Hores. Turm right an D Flores, walk down the hill & few blocks (passing McDonald's, the Rua das
Andradas, and several ather seets), and Praga Rui Barbosais at the end.

Cettinga CPF (social-security number)

The Cadastro de Pessoa Fisica (CPF) number in Brazl is the analogue to the social-security
numberin the US. You have w have one ifyou want to open a bank accountin Brazil, get a Brazilian
creditcard, buyaplane deketonling, or receive any sertof payment from UFRGS (suchias, for example,
reimbursernent for travel expenses for 2 law conference you worked at onbehalfof Professor Claudia). |
strongly suggest dhatyou go ahead and get 2 CPFnumber socn after your arrival in Porto Alsgre —itwill
make your life a whole lot easter,

The processisrelatively easy, with the exceptionof the document that states your parents’ names.
Before going anywhere, you need to compile the following fve items:

1. Your passport, and aphotocopyof the whole thing.

2. Some sortof proof of residence. This can be an electricity bill with your name on it, a letter
fromyour apartment manager or a lerter attesing w yourresidence in Brazit from Slvia Rocha i Relacdes
Intermacionais.

3. Anofficial dociament, in Portuguese, withboth your parents’ full names. Thisis the most
difficilt itemy to set. One thingyou car:do is ranslage vour birth certificate while still in the U.S, and send
the criginal and the translation ta the Brazilian consulate to get the oanslation officially certified. A
certification from a university professor would probably alse suffice; just make sure there are plenty of
official-lookingstamps on the document. Youcouldalso take your birth certificate toa trandator in Forto
Alegre; the fee he'll charge is something like R$15 perpage.

4. The letter of acceptance that Sfivia Rocha sent to you, which vou should have gotten back
from the Consulare when they sent you your passport with the visa stamp i it. fyoudon'thaveit, justask
Silvia to pring you outanother one. It's probably a goodidea o take along a photocopy of this letter aswell

3. Cashin the amountof R$4.50.

With these five items in hand, go toany teller ac any Banco do Brasil and tell her that you want
todeposit the R$4.50 fee for petting a CPE She'lllook overyour documents and, hopefully, deposit the
R54.50 e the Receita Federal’s (the Brazilian Internal Revenue Service} bank account. She'll then
give you the docurnents back with a receipt of deposit.

Youneed to wait at least 24 hours for the deposit to process. Then take all those documents,
complete with the bank receipt, to the Receita Federal at Avenida José Loureiro da Silva 445 in the
Cidade Baixabairro.. The actendant at the Receita Federal should give you your CPF numberon the
spot; an official docurment with vour CPFon it will take another month or 56 to process, but fuckily theyll
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mail o vou, Hyouhave any questions abous this process, youcan call the Receita Federal ar 32142000
orthe Plantfo Fiscal {the subdivision of the Receita Federal that deals with CPFissues) ar 3216-0146.

Registering for classes (maricudz)
Forexchange students, registering for classas isn't the easiest thing in the world, and itrequiresa
considerable amount of patence. Below [have tried to presenta step-hy-step procedure to follow:

Checkingon what classes are offered and viewing their descriptions

Lockingover the list of what classes are offered and seeing their descriptions is relativelyeasy and
it’s something you can do over the internet before you arrive in Porto Alegre.

Alinguistic note is inorder at this point, In the Portuguese of Rio Grande do Sul (bucnotin the
Portuguese of all parts of Rrazil, such as Rio), o say “class” in the sense of a semester-long course such as
“Compararive Law” or “Civil Law 1", the word is cadeirg, the sarne word as that used for “chais” (plece of
furniture); another word for “class” in this sense is discipling. Chirsois “major”; when someone asks you
what curso you're in, the answer would be diveito, “law”, Auda is the word for “class” in the general,
everyday sense (e.g., tenho aula haje dinoite, “T have class tonight™y, Classe means class in the sense of
“category,” as in classe social “social class.”

Eachyeay, the UFRGS Iaw schoal admits the 140 students into its freshiman class that score the
higheston the vesdhudar entrance exam. Fachof the five vears has two twrmas, a daytime tma and an
eveninghama, Allbasic, required classes such as Criminal Law or Civil Law are offered inboth maming
and evening schedules. Blectives such as Comparative Law or Sports Law integrare students from both
daytime and evening sections and may be offered at any time of the day or evening, As anexchange
student, you have the freedom to tke any class that you want in anyyear andin the daytime or evening,
takingclasses in several different yearsis a good way to ger to knowmose people in the school and broaden
yourfriend base,

1o getatist of classes for a given serester, do the following:

1. Go wvwwwdireito.ufresbr

2. Click on “Hordrios e Vagas” under the heading “Informagdes Acad@émicas” in the left-hand
coumn,

3. Onthe drop-down menu, click on “IDIR— CI@\CIASJUMDICAS ESOCIAISDIURNG”
for the daytime classschedule or “]UR CIENCIAS JURIDICAS ESOCIAIS NOTURNG for the

eveningclass schedule.

4. Below the drop-down menu, click on the semester for which yout wish to vies the schedude,
Each year has two semesters. 20031, lorexample, is the firscsemester of 2003 (March or Aprit through July
or Avigust) and 20032 is the second semester of 2003 {September through Decermber). Youcan consule
any pastsernester (PASSADO) back o 19942, the presentsemester (PRESENTE}, or the next semestes
But keep in mind that the schedule for the next semester is not posted until a few weels before the
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beginning of that semester: In the meantime, a good way to geranidea of the classes thatshould be offered
inany given sermester is to check the corresponding semester from the year before.

5 Click on*Consultar™,

G Acgridshould appear with severn.columns. A sample appears below:
Cédigo Denominagio da Disciplina CH || Turma Hordrio-Sala- Vagas Vapay .
Prédio Ofer Ocup
‘ *3 3
DIR 0101 CRIMINOLOGIA Y 2 A G0T2-0005-11108 0 i
DIRCIOIDIREITC PROCESSUAL PENAL L | 4 A 2072-0001-11108 70 "
A
3092-0001-11108
DIROIOG] DIREITO PENAL ESPECIAL -A 4 u 5114-0009-11108 t5 0
DIROIOZDIRETO EXECUCOES PENAIS-A | 4 U 6134000511108 70 0

To see adescription of aclass in which you're interested, do the following:

L Retumn towwwdireito.ufrgs br:
2 Click “Dados Sobre Disciplinas” under “Informagies Académicas”.
3 Putin the code (cédipn) of the classwhiose description youwant tosee. Using Criminology

Fasan example, putin DIRO100T . Click “Consultar”.

4 Apagewith DIROI00T -CRIMINOLOGIA T a drop-down window should appear:
Click “Consultar” again and the following description should appear.

Disciplina: DIRC1O0] -CRIMINOLOGIA T
Carga Hordria: 2 horagfula

Nome Completo: CRIMINOLOGIAT

Stmulag Histéria da Criminologia. Divisées da Criminologin. Contetdos e limites do
obieto da Criminologia e suasrelagdes com as dermais Ciencias Criminais, Importineia da Crirninologia,
Fungdes e Perspectivas da Crinminologia, O crime como fato juridico e comofam social. Diverpéncias, As
principais tecrias sobre a criminalidade. Asvérias téenicase métndos da Criminologia. A reincidéneiaea
periculosidade. A consolidacio da Criminclogia como Ciéncia. As escolas ariminoldgicas. A nova
Criminologia. A sociedade criminogénica,
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Pré-Requisitos: Nio hd pré-requisitos

Cursos Vineulados:  158-00 - CIENCIASJURIDICASE SOCIAISNOTURNO
260-00 -CIENCIAS JURIDICAS ESOCTIAIS-DIURNO

Asyoucansee, Criminology [ meets two hours per week and has rio prerequisites. Puteven ific
y g pe prereq
did have prevequisites, as an exchange student you probably could take it aryway; on this issue fora
particularclass consuit Professor Claudia,

The professor’s name doesn't appear anywhere i the semester course list or in the course
descriptions, and thisis one of these things that are alitle more difficult to get information about. Your best

g
beton dhis issue is to consult Professor Claudiaor the UFRGS student thatis assiened wo help you
1g Py

Figuring cut your class schedule and where each class meets

Official registration fmetriouda) for exchange studeris doesn't tale place undl a couple of weeks
after classes begin, You'llhave to figure cut aworkable schedule and start going to classes before being
officially registered.

Eachsemester the law school publishes an easier-to-read prid schedule with the hours and days
broken out and each class listed inits day aind time., The daytime and evening sections have their own
grids, and eachyear hasits ownpage, The schedule is only available in hard-copy format the beginning
of the semester; you can pick i upin the law school photocopy room (o Xérex,” accessible from outside
the buildingright beside the srack ber or froma window just to the dght after entering the UN Library).

Until you can get vour hands on this schedule, however, you'll have to use the one from
the website, the sample of which is printed above. For a full load, you need to take somewhere
around eighteen credit hours (for more details on what is considered a full load, see next section),
The third column indicates how many credit hours (*CH”) each class is worth, either two, four,
or six.

The first mumnber in the fifth cohumn indicates the day and time (hordrio} that the class
meets. The first digit of the four-digit number is the day; 2 is segunda-feira (Monday), 3 is terga-
feirae (Thesday), 4 s querta-feira (Wednesday), 5 is quinte-feira {Thursday), 6 is sexta-feira (Friday),
and 6 is sdbado (Saturday). Add thirty minutes to the combined second and third digits to get
the time. For example, if the second and third digits are 07, the class starts at 7:30am; if they are
14, the class starts at 2:30pm. The fourth digit indicates how many hours long the class is on
that particular day. Thus, i the first mumber in the fifth cobumn is 5072, the class meets on
Thursday from 7:30 to 9:30am.

The second number in the fifth column indicates the room m which the class meets.
Thus, if the second number in the fifth column is 0009, the class meets in room 9. The third
number in the fifth column, the building in which the class meets, is always 11108, the code
number for the law school building.

Youprobably don’t have to worry about the information in the sixth and seventh columns,
vagas oferecidas (seats offered) and vagas ecupadas (scats filled); even if the class is filled, as an
exchange student you can likely get into # if you want it.
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Whatisconsidered a “full load”

As mentioned above, a full load is somewhere between eighteen and twenty-two credic
hours, composed of any combination of 2-hour and 4-hour classes, This number of hours of
class per week sounds impossibly high by ULS. standards, but don't worry: you never actually
endup spending that many hoursin class, Most classes, fu practice, will end up starting after the
official start time or ending before the official end fime, A notable exception is any class taught
by Prof. Cezar Saldanha, which will start on time and go the full two hours. To get a rough
estimate of how many howrs per week you'll actually be sitting in class, divide the mumber of
credit hours you're officially mldng by two and add an hour or so.

Sugpestons on which classes and professors to take

The decision onwhat classes 1o take s larpely a personal one, although Professor Clavdiawill have
some suggestions foryou thatshod be piven considerable weight in your decisionmaking process. ¥ You
shoukd try to pick the classes that fithest ingo your area of legal interest or thar will help youunderstand the
Brazilian legal systerm andits differences from the U.S, legal systent in a more generabway, The bestway
to think about classes is to divide them inte two groups: classes on Brazilianlaw and chasses that dor't focus
exclusively on Brazilian law: Perhaps the best strategy is to tale a few classes from both categories.

Classes on Brazilian law Ty to avoid advanced classes focusing exclasively on
Brazilian faw; even if you understand every word of Portuguese uttered by the professor, you
wor't be able o understand the material because you lack the prerequisites. A good rule of
thurnb regarding classes on Brazilian law that have various levels (e.g, Direito Comercial
Direito Comercial I, ete.) is (o take the low-fevel class with the second- or third-year students,
instead of the high-evel class with the fifth-year students. For example, instead of taking Direito
Penal Especial with Professor Tupinambi Azevedo, which is a fifth-year class focusing on
advanced aspects of Brazilian eriminal law such as white-collar crime and money laundering,
take Direitos Penal Il with the same professor; that way, you'll stll get good exposure to Brazilizn
crimninal kaw and the opportunity to take a criminal law class with Tupinamba, but youTl alsobe
able to keep up with what's going on. This rule of thuunb does notapply to fourth- or fifth-year
classes on Brazilian law that aren't part of a sequence, such as Direito Ecoldgico; you should be
able to understand these classes without excessive difficulty.

Classesnex exclusively on Braglian lzw Inchudedin this category are classes such as Divelto
Comparado, Direfto das Relagdes Internacionais, Direito Internacional Pablico, Direito Internacional
Privado, Folitica e Teoria do Estado and Direito dos Direftos Humanos, Even asanon-Brazilian, you
shouldn’t have eny particular difficulty understanding these classes; you're in the same boatasall the other
students. Ifyou haven'talready taken Comparative Law in the LS., youshould take it at UFRGS; its
very helpful in understanding the differences between common-law and civil-law systems. "Private
Intemational Law”is the civil-aw term for what we in the TS, call "Conflicrof Laws,” and it has two paits:

¥ Keep in mind that everything you do has to be approved, in the first instance, by Professor Claudia;
this essential rale applies with special vigor to your decislon on what classes to take,
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Direito Internacional Privado T and T, Unlessyou have talen Conflict of Laws in the US, make sure you
take DIP T hefore taking (or concurrendy with) DIP L,

But more important than the subjects of the classes you take are the professors that teach
them. The quality of your leaming experience at the UFRGS law school will depend mosily on
the quality of your professors, so choose your classes with the professor as the central eriterion.
First and foremost, you must be able to understand the professor; even if he's the best professor
at UFRGS, if you can't understand his Portuguese then you'll get nothing out of the class.
During the first week of classes you should test the waters by attending as many classes as you
can, to figure out which professors you can understand.

Orherwise, talk to UFRGS Law students and Professor Claudiia for suggestions on which professors
ave the bestones foryou. llsuggestafewhere thatare excellent professors and that speak clearly: Claudia
Litra Marques, Cezar Saldanha Souza Jr, Véra Maria Jacobde Fradera, Tipinambé Azevedo, and Plinio
Melgaré. Unfortunately, there were some reputedty very sood professors —whose names Ewonltmention
here—who either spoke toorapidly, too inaudibly, or too mumbly forme tobe able to take their classes,

Gettingofficiallyregistered

Despite your already having been accepted as an exchange student at UFRGS and
received a letter verifying such acceptance, whenyouarrive in Porto Alegre your name is not yet
present in the UFRGS system. The process of registering for classes is the same process that
gets you officially cadastrado with the Centro de Processamento de Dados (CPD, tel. 3316-
5333} asavisiting student at UFRGS, and only frown the pointat which you receive a registration
number {mimero de matricida) will you be able to enjoy certain privileges, described below,

Getting registered for classes is an unduly bureavcratic process reminiscent of the process
you had to go through to pet your student visa. Luckily, most of the materials you needed to get
your letter of acceptance and your visa can be reused in getting registered. It is imperative that
you bring the following materials with you to Brazl*6:

L Histérico Escolar Original. This is an original copy of your official transcript with an
authenticated oanslztion into Portuguese,

2 Atestado de Martfcula, Thisis a letter from your school's studenc affairs office to the
UFRGS,

The following is a sample in English: “This is to certify that X is a full-time
student at Pace University School of Law. He is currently enrolled in fifteen (15) credit hours for
the Fall Semester, 2003, which extends from August 27 to December 19, 2003. Talso certify
that X matriculated in Pace University School of Law on August 29, 2001.”

Also bring an authenticated transiation of the letter into Portuguese which, if the
samiple above is followed verbatim, should read like the following: “‘Certifico que X ¢ estudante

% These reguirements are set farth in UFRGS Resalugo N° 33/2000.
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em ternpo integral na Faculdade de Direito da Pace University. Atualmente estd matriculado
para ganhar quinze {15) horas de crédito no semestre de cutono de 2003, que comegou no dia
27 de agostoe se estenderd até 19 de dezembro de 2003, Também certifico que X se matriculou
na Faculdade de Direito da Pace University em 29 de agosto de 2001

3 Passaporte ou Certiddo de Nascimento —-cdpia, That s, a photocopy of your passport.
Make sure the image of your face is clear.

4, Contetido Programético ou Ementas de todas as disciplings cursadas com aprovacio.
Conterido programditico and ementa are the two words used at UFRGS to refer to whatwe in the
U.S. call “course description.” You must therefore bring a list with a description of every course
you've taken up to this point in law school. Dor't worry about getting a Portuguese translation
for this one.

5 Grade Curricular ou Atestado informando ter cumprido um tafrdme de 40% de seu
cursona LES. Thisis an official fetter from your home instifution stating that you have completed
at least forty percent of the coursework required for graduation, with authenticated wranslation
into Portuguese.

You'll also need two mere items, obtainable only upon arrival in Porto Alegre:

a Taxa. Atthe time of writing in August 2003, it cost R$29.40 (around U.S.510)
to get matriculated  You have to pick up a slip of paper from DECORDI (the Registrar’s
Office} with the University’s bank account mumber on it, and go in person to the campus Banco
do Brasil (near Lanches Antdnio) to deposit the registration fee, You'll need to include the bank
receipt with these other documents.

7 Proposta de estudos justificada pelo aluno, relacionando a(s) disciplinals). Thisisa
letter from Professor Claudia listing the classes thai you have decided (o take and requesting that the
appropriate agencies effect your matriculation, in words such as the following: “Requeiro a
inscrigio e matricula oficial do aluno X nestas cadeiras, uma vez que necessita comprovar que
esti regularmente matriculado na UFRGS, na Faculdade de Direito e como aluno regular com
carga hordria oficial completa.”

Departamente de Controle ¢ Regisoo Académico - DECORDE

Av. Paulo Gama, 1 10— Prédic 12106 Anexolda Reitoria

G0046-900~Torto Alegre- RS - Brasil

Onee you have compiled these items, ga in person to the Protocal Office (Entidade
Protocolizadora) on the UFRGS main campus in the Reitoria Annex building, beside Lanches Ansénio
throughadoorbetween the UFRGS bookstore and DECCRDL There you need rofniciar tm processo
with them for matriculation, and pick up a czad with your protocol number onit.

Then take that card next door o the Departamento de Cortrole e Registro Académico
(DECORD, the Registrar’s Office) and hand thern the seven irems listed above, Then be patient; your
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file has w0 bounce between DECORDI and God enly knows howmany ather places (including the law
schoolsapprovingentity, known as COMGRAD} before it at long st makesits way back 1o DECORDY,
whereitgets al approvad. Once your e s finally approved, DECORD] prints our asigned and stamped
registration sheet {comprovante demarricuda) listing your all-important registration number (nifmerode
matricuda andall the courses in which you're ervolled. Youhave to keep checkingback with DECCRDI
to find outifyour fife his been epproved. The whole process from the time you turn inyour materials undl
the time when you get your rafrmero dematricula will probably take more thana month.,

Note that until you receive yournsmero demarrizdayour name will notappear on the rosterof any
ofyour classes; you will have to write downyour name every day when the professor passes around the
attendance sheet, and explein to the professor thatyou're doing that because your registration is sl being
processed. Note also that you will nosyvec be able to get studentbus fares, use the University Restaurant,
archeck outhooks ftatn any campus ibrary: The inability toenjoy anyof these privileges untl the process
iscomplete makes being patient no easy task.

Lucldly, you're notleft o your awn devices in this arducus process. Professor Claudia's assistant
Ades Sdnchezy Vacas will help youcompile all the necessary materials, get the process started, and arack
your file as it makes its way through: the various reviewingentities. Her office ison the first floor of the law
schooljust to the left of Room 9; itsays “COMEX” aver the door: Her office telephone is 3316.4059

Thebenefits regismration brings

As mentioned above, when you finally get registered you will have a registration number
(rzimero de matricuda) that is the key to getting the two student IDs you need in order to take
advantage of the benefits of being a UFRGS student. Taking advantage of the following benefits
requires one of these two [Ds: (1) getting urban bus fare for half price on all days except
Sundays; (2) checking out books from the library; and (3) getting super-cheap hmch at the
UFRGS Restaurant,

Gettingyour two UFRGS studenc 1Ds

Once you are officially registered, DECORDI (the Registrar’s Office) will give you a
signed copy of your registtation (comprovante de matricula) along with a registration number
{ntimevo de matricula) . When you (at long last) get this unique number you knowyour name is
officially in the CPD (Centro de Processamento de Dados) database, and you can proceed to
et your two [Ds processed.

Diretdrio Central de Estudantes

Prédio da Casade Estudantes

Av Jodo Pessoa 4l

Tl (51) 33164032

Schedule: Mon. —Fri., noon—6pm
Requirements for EFTCID:

L Registration sheet
2 From
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3. R85

The flest ID icartetra or carteinnha estudanl) is the UFRGS student D andie's refatively easy to
get, If'scredit-card-sized and blue with anumber and bar code; it's whar youllneed to check out bocks,
getcheap lunch, andidentifyyousselfas an UFRGS student in general. The [Doffice isin Anexo Il da
Reitoria, the same buikding as the UFRGS Banco do Brasil, You enter through the door right scross from
Lanches Antdnio and walle down the hall o the right; ifs the second door onyourtight. Take withyou
the registration sheet that DECORI gave you and show it to the attendant. He will pull up your
record, sake your picture, and produce your 1D in about three minutes. This [Disfree.

The second I, called the Canteina Escolar, is prodiced by the City of Porto Alegre Office of
Public Transport {Empresa Pablica de Transportes e Cireulagiio~ EPTC) and is common to all students
at altlevels throughout the city. fraliows you to buy half-price bus tokens, Trislarger thanacreditcard and
green. To get ir, take the registration sheet thars DECORD! gave you along with & 3em X Sem photo
to the Diretério Central de Estudantes (DCE) in the Prédio da Casa de Escudantes, the hideous red
buildingjust across Av: Jofo Pessoa from the law schook youenter through the doar just o the right of the
Restaurante Universitdrio {RI) and go up the wooden stairs o the second floor Youlll have topay R$5
for thisone, and it takes about ten business days (dias itas) to process,

Getting half-price bus fare tokens

Ernpresa Priblica de Transportes e Cireulagao
Posto 01 —Cenmro

Av. Allerto Bins 860

Schedule: Mon. —Fri., 9am5pm

Requiremnens for bus tokens:

L Hlled-out form with Bandsulcode
2 EFTCID

"The day you pick up the green 1D from the CE, they will give you a perforated two-part form
produced by the EPTC thar yeu'll need in order to deposit the in-advance month's worth of bus fares ineo
the EPTC s account at Barwisul Bank. Note thac this s the only time chat DCE will furnish this fmm all
subsequent times it must be picked up ar the EFTC office,

You have the option of buying 50or 75 bustokens permonch. Fifty tokens at the time of writing
in Avgust 2003 cost R$36, or R$0.72 perbusride {ie., half the normal fare). Fllout the EFTCformwith
the appropriate data (ie., your name, ID mumnbes and how many tokens youwant} and take it, along with
the necessary armnount of cash and your FPTC 1D, to any Banrisul branch, there'sa conveniendylocatad
lranch afew doors down from the DCE {across the street from the kaw school). Give the teller the two-
partfonm, the cash, and your EPTCID and shf: will give you one part of the form back, with a code printed
. onitproving you made the deposit.

You must then take this pertion of the form to the EPTC office in order to pick up your tokens
(fichas); the downtown office is the rrostconvenient, To get to the downtown office from the Faw schoal,
walkup Rua Sarmiento Leite a few blocks until you reach Av Independéncia; cross Independéneiaand
walk down the steps to the right of Av, Conceigio, the street that passes through the turmel under
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Independéncia. The first comer you'll come o is Conceiciio and Av. Alberto Bins. Tum right onto
Alberto Bins, and the EP TC office is kecated alout halfway down the block on the ather side of the street.
Show themyour EPTC 1D and give them the form with the Banrisul code on it, and they will give you
ahagof tokens, Make sure they also giveyou a fresh two-part famny you'll need it wher you go threugh
the whole process allover again onemonth latex

Afew words of caution: youmust try to gauge beforehand how many rokens vou thinkvou'll
need forthe comingmonth (e, 500r 75), becase you're enly entitled to one package per month. you
hawe extra tokens at the end of the month you can of course keep using them into the followingmonth,
butifyou runout before the month s over, youll have o pay repular fare untl you're entided to buy more
tokens {ie., the first day of any givenmonidy). Note also that all Forto Alegre Iuses, b only buses, accept
EPTC tokens; iniagdes do notaccept them {one more incentive to avoid Intages whenever possible; see
“Public Transportation Within Parto Alegre,” under “Practical Matters for Living in Brazil and Porto
Alegre,” below), and urban buses in other cities in Rio Grande do Sui and Brazil don'taccept them.
Addidonally, even Porto Alegre wrban buses do notaccept tokens on Sundays and holidays; vou'l have
topayfull price on these days (except for the last Sunday ofeach month, when public mansportation is free
foreveryone,

Whenyou board the bus, hand the cobrador (e, the imoney-collecting guy) one wken andyour
EPTCID; e write your 1D number down and hand your IDback o you

Registering with the law library tobe able to check out books

Checking out books is simple once you have your UFRGS student ID {the blue one).
Just take your desired book up to the counter and hand the librarian your ID. Beware that the
first thme you try this, there may still be some necessary piece of information about you still not
registered with DECORDI (e.p., your e-mail address}. If there is, you won'the able to check the
book out at that time; you'll have to go back to DECORDI and {ix whatever’s wrong before you
can check anything out. See the “Law Library and UN Library” section under “Practical
Matters for Living in Brazil and Porto Alegre,” below, for more library details.

Getting cheap kinch at the University Restaurant

The University Restaurant (RU), which is open at lanchtime from Monday to Friday,
is right across Aw Jodo Pessoa from the law school in the Prédio da Casa de Estudantes. Lunch
tsincredibly cheap: at the time of writing in July 2003, it was R$1.30, with R$0.30 for a drink.
While the restaurant is certainly nothing to wtite home about and bears some resemblance to a
prison cafeteria (e.g., the trays are stainless steel with dangerously sharp edges and the two guys
crammed on either side of you pive you very little elbow room), the food is OK {and certainly
no worse in quality than the hot funch they serve at Lanches Ferreira (the snack bar at the law
school) for a whopping R$5.90): lettuce, rice, beans, some kind of meat, and jello. Anddid1
menlion how cheap it is?

To take advantage of this desl, simply show your UFRGS scudent 1D {the blue one) to the
cashier uponentering the RU

A% Practical Mattersfor Living in Brazil and Porto Alegre
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Alr ravel from the US. to Brazil

General matters

Due o the volarility of aitline pricing systems and the plethora of different websites and mravel
agencies selling tickets, the secret to finding a reasonably priced roundtrip ticket fiom the ULS. to Bragil is
anyone'sguess. The problem of costiinessiscompoundad when the city of originor the city of destinarion,
ar both, arenotintemational hubs; Forto Alegre and Austinare the two most televant examples, And the
preblemiscompounded even urther when your stay in Brazi! exceeds a certain amount of tme, such. 2
ninety days; round-rip deke s for stays of longer than three months always seem to be considerably more
EXPensive.

Asafeberand a good place wo startyour searchis STA Travel, which bought out Council Travel
notlong ago to become the purported farpest student oravel agency in the wordd. STA hasoffices all over
the ULS. andin several Brazilian cides, including the followingrelevantlocadons:

STA Affiliates in Porto Alegre
- Srudent Travel Brreau

Rua Quintino Bocaivwa 267
Porto Alegre, RS 90440-051
Brazil

Tel: 555133462774

Fax 55 51 346 5444

- Student Travel PBureau

Rua Anita Garibaldi, 1515
Bela Vista

Porto Alegre, RS 90480-20H
Bregl

Tel: 55 51 3328 0787

Fa: 555133280787
caren{@stbbelauista.com.br

STA Afflliate m Rio De Janeiro

- Student Travel Bureaw:

Ruia Visconde de Piraja 550
Sobreloja 201

Ibanema, Rio de Janeiro, RS 22410.002
Brazil

Tel: 55215128577

Fax: 55 2] 511 4537

STA Affiliate in Sao Paulo
- Student Travel Bureau
Ave. Brigadeiro Faria Lima 1713
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16th Floor

S0 Paulo, SP01452-915
Bruzil

Tel: 55 11 3816 1500
Faxz: 55 113816 6444

STAs website, ar wwivstatravel.com, is of limited usefulness; ifs much more productive to call
their24-hour ULS. sesvice line at 1.800-777-01 12,

Porto Alegre’s three-leter airport code is POA. MNevertheless, finding astudent fave all the way
o Porto Alegre will likely be impossible; student fares will probably only be available w Rie de Janeito
{Galefio—CGI0) and Sio Paulo (Guaruthes-—-GRH), and the rest of the wip wiltbe aregular fare. A round-
wip flight from Ricor Sio Paule & Porto Alegre is about US.5200,

Adrlines that fly between the ULS. and Brazil

- Continental Airlines

InthaUS,

www.continental.com

US. toll-ree: 1-800-2310856

It1 Brazil
Brazil toll-free: 0800554777

' Delta Airlines
intheUS.

www.deltacom

US. woll-free: 1-800-241-4141

InBrazit

Brazil coll-free: 0800221121

*United Asrlines
Inthe US.

www.ual.com

US oll-free: 1-800-426.5561

In Brazil
www.united.combr
Braz] toll free: 0800 16-2323

SioPaulo

Av Paulista 777, 8 andar
Cerqueira César
CEP01313-100
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SaoPaulo, SP
el (11) 31454200
Fax (11) 2876444

Rio de Janeiro

Av. Atkintica2600 12Subsolo
Copacabeana - Hotel Martiott
Riode Janeiro, R

Tl (2125456575

T (21) 25456580

- American Airlines

Inthe US.
wwwamercanairlines.com
US toll-free: 1-800-433-7300

T Brazil
Brazil nadonwide (not woll-free); 0300-789-7778

Forto Alegre

Ay Alberto Bing, 514

Rorto Alegre, RS

Hours: Mon-Tri8:30 am.-6:00 pm; Sac 9:00 2m.-1.00pm

“Varig Airlines
Inthe US.
www.varig.com

US. toll-free: 1-800-468-2744

New Yol

125 Park Avenue, Comer of 42nd Street
Atrline Satellite Terminal - Mezzanine
New York, NY 10017

Hours: Men-Tri9am.-5 pan.

Tel. (2125574872

Miami

200 Scuth Biscayne Boulevard, Suite 650A
Miami, FL 33131

Hows: Mon-Fi9am.-5pm,

Tél. (305) 377-8995
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Los Angeles
700 Scuth Flower Street, Suite 1460
Los Angeles, CAOQ017
Hours: Mon-Fii9 am.-5 pm.
Tel. (213) 688-1900

In Brazl
wwwvarighrasilcom
Brazil nationwide (not woll-free): 0300-788-7000

Porto Alegre
Ruados Andradas 1107
Hours: Mon-Fri? am.-6pm,; Sat9am.-12 pm
"lel 33328799

- TAM Adrlines
Inthe US.

wwwitamn.com.br

US wll-free: 1-888-2-FLY-TAM

Adanta

6065 Roswell R, Suite 532
Tel. (404) 2360776

Fax (404) 2360138

Miami - Airport

Terminal E {next to British Afrways)

Orlando

1650 Sand Lake Road Suite 2004
el (407) 8163555

Fax (407) 8163502

Whshigron DC,

1730 Rhode Island Ave NW, Suite 414
Tel. (202) 223-1751

Fax (202)223-1753

[y Brazil

wwwitam.corn,br

Brazil nationwide (hot toll-free): 0300-123-1000
Brazil nationwide (woll-free): 0800-562-211

]am es .. 3 isc}uo{'{'
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Porto Alegre ~Aeroporto
Pca. Cmte. Carlos Ruth, sin
Rorto Alepre, RS90201-970
“lel. {31) 3358-2050

Fax (51) 33714479

Porto Alegre — Plaza Sio Rafael
Av. Alberto Bins, 514, Cenao
Forto Alegre, RS90030-140

Tel. (513 3286-5834

Fax (51) 32866410

Brazil Air Pass

Both Varig and TAM offer the Brazll Air Pass, which gives you four or five flights inside Brazil to
be used ina twenty-one-day period. Varig's Adr Pass in August 2003 was US.$530 for five flights, with an
extra US$ 100 oreach acklitional flight. Addidonal flights de notextend the pericd beyond swenty-one
days, and you cannct buy less than five flights on Varig. TAM offers the same rwenty-one-day deal for
five flights, with the sarme $100price forextraflights, butitalso allows you o fourflights for $430. One thing
tokeepinmindis that twenty-one daysis not alot of ime inwhich to squeeze infive destinations; for that
reason, you might want toopt for the TAM four-flight deal.

There are several restrictions: {1} the pass has to be bought in conjunction with an already-
purchased internadonal ticket onany aidine; (2} it has to be bought from the ULS, before you leave; (3)
youhave to decide your destinations and the dares of all flights at the time ofbuying (you'llincur a fine
ityou change either date or destination subsequenty); (4) youcart pick the tickets up after you get to
Brazil, so buy them soon enough before departing the 1S, for them to arrive in the mail; (5) you'renot
allowed tovisit the same city twice; and (6} there are some restrictions on numbers of layovers and layover
cities (e.g, if youfly from Rio to Belém, then to Porto Alegre, and then up to Manaus, with the requisise
Allion layovers in the middle, theylllikely count it asmore than three flights) . Since the rufes are complex
and subject ta change, your best bet is to ask the airline agenta whole lot of questions before you buy the
AT pass,

Baggage weight limitissues

Youneed tobe prepared to deal with the different bageage weight limits for fnternarional flights
and domestic Brazilian fights ifyour travel plans include either of the following two scenarios: (1) youhad
tobuy two separate tckets to get alt the way to Porto Alegre, one from the US. to Ric or Séo Paulo and the
other from Rio or Sio Paulo to Porta Alepre; or (2) you're making astopover in Rio or So Paulo before
proceeding on to Porto Alegre o, if retuming te the States, before proceeding home from Porto Alegre,

Intemational flights generally allow two checked bags with a maximum weightof 32 kilograms
each, plusone carry-or. Domestic Brazilian flights allow two checked bags, butwitha masimum weight
of 20 alograms total, tharis, an average of only 10kilograms each. “Twenity kilosis only forty-four pounds,
which for rost people s not enough for a full semester’s worth of clothing. Additionally, you'll Likeky
acquire heavy things in Brazil, such asbooks, thag you'll want to take back with vou.
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So if either of the above twa scenarios applies to you, you may have to pay an excess baggage
penalty {excesso de bagagem) for anything over twenty ldlos, regardless of what airline you fly. i scenario
#1 applies (e, asimple layover}, the solution is to buy the domestic partion of the teket from the parter
of the intemational airline crn which you are flying and inform the domestic airfine apentat checlein that
you're flying intemationally. In August 2003, Varig and United Airlines were international parmers,
and TAM and American Airlines were international partners. 1, for example, you amive in Rio from
the ULS. on American, you'll probably have to take your bags to the TAM counter and go through a
separate check-in process, Show the TAM agent your American bearding pass indicating thacyou just
arrived on an international flight, and he will, in all likelhood, allow you to check up to 64 kilos at no
additional fee. Ifyou're really lucley, American willcheclo your bags all the way through to Porta Alegre
fromyour US. departurecity.

[fscenario #2 above applies toyou (i.e., astopover}, you maynot be able to convinee the domestc
airline toletyoucheck the full 64 kilos armo additional charge. Yourbest ber, asin scenario #1, isto buy
both the international ticketand the domestic feket from partner aidines.

Ifthe domestic pordon of your ripis on a non-parmer zirline {e.g., the international portion on
American but the domestic portion on VASP), you will have to pay a rather stiff excess bagzage fee,
proportional to the number of kilos you are over the limit, Andeven some partmer airlines, suchas TAM
and Taca (which flies from S0 Paulo to Pere and Cenual Amerdca), don't have this baggage agreement.,
Your best betis to inguire with both pertinent airlines beforehand.

Domestic and intematonal zirports in Rio and Sfo Paule

Something else you lave to watch out for if you buy the two legs separacelyis that Rio and Sdo
Pauloeach have two airports. Rid'sintemational end domestic aiport is called Galefio (GIG}; s domestc
airport, closer to downtown, is caled Santos Dumont (SDUY. Sto Paulo’s intemational and domestic
airportis called Guan dhos {(GRI) and is cuite far from the centerof the city; its domestic aitportis called
Congenhas {CGH],

yonr flight attives into Galedio or Guarulhos and leaves out of Santos Durnent or Congonhas,
respectively, you're poing to have to take a cab or inter-airport bus from one airport o the other. Unless
you're reallypressed for dme, the inter-airport bus option is far preferabie to takinga cab, especially in Sie
Paulo, because it is a lot cheaper; the bus costs somewhere around US.$5, and is air-conditioned,
comiortable, and safe, InSio Pauloitwall take alout an hourto petfrom Guaruthes e Congonhas orvice-
versa, andin Rio it will take sbouta halfan hour toges from Galedo o Santas Dumontor vice-versa, Make
sure when buying your plane tickets to give yoursel plenty of time between flights tobe able o make this
intra-uban journey.

Note also that the Brazitian airline GOL, an analogue to Scuthwest or JetBlue in the US. which
isusually the cheapest domestic option, does not fly o Guaruthos. Ifyoufly GOLbetween Sao Pauloand
Foito Alegre aspart ofan intermarional tip, youwill necessarily have to malee the aimport switch. Fortunately
there isno suchissue in Rio: GOL flies to both Galeao and Santos Dumont.

Plane-bus combinations
Another option is to fly from the US. to Rio or S0 Paulo and take 2 bus from there; the bus
companies will likely notcare how much bagemge you bringalong, Tdo not recommend long- distance bus
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trips within Brazil, however, simply because the monetary savings do nor seern ro justify the extra hours it
takes to get there and the hassle of skinga cab or urban bus, widh all your bags, from the airport to the long-
distance bus staton wmake the connection. Forexample, the bus ride from Rio to Porto Alegre takes
twenty-four hours and costs about USS 70, A one-way flight takes two hours (f there isno connecton)
and costs abour LSS 100, vouinsiston mkinga bus, Sdo Paulo s aboursix hours closer to Porwo Alere
than s Rio, thus making the ride alittle bit shorter and cheaper.

Air travel within Brazil

General matters

It goes without saying that Braz] is amassive country, and air travel is thus often the only feasible
way o getfrom one place o another Asmentioned in the previous section, the monetary savingson fong-
distance bus trips probably do not justify the many additional hours it takes to ger there. Aone-waylbus
trip berween Porto Alegre and Riois abour US.$70; a one-way flight is shoue U335 100, and will save you
twenty-two hours and aconsiderable quantity of sanity, Inmy opinion, tnless youspecifically want tolook
at the landscape and visit towns along the way, the only practicable places to go by bus from Porto Alegre
are those in Senta Catarina {e.g,, Floriandpolis, atsix hours away) and perhaps Urniguay (Montevideo is
twelve howrs by bus).

Brazilian airports are generally very nice and easy to navigate; asis the case with the ore in Porto
Alegre, apertseften double asshoppingmalls, complere withmovie theaters. Unlike in the US, in Brazl
one-way tickets are usually right around half the price of round-trip rickets. Additionally, huying a
domestic ticket several weeksin advance of travel isusuallynos that much cheaper than buyingita week
before; prices tend 1o wise slighthy, howeves, for tckets bought within a week of travel,

Choosing an airline

Arnerican Airlines Porto Alegre

Farnando Ferrertd, Customer Service Agent
Hortel Plaza Sao Rafael

Av Alberto Binsno. 514

Centro—Porto Alegre—RS

30140

Tel.3211-20858

[Fax.3211-3204

American Airkines Sfo Paulo

Tl (11) 3214400000

(1103007778

Brazil has four commercial alines thar offer nationwide service: Varig, TAM, VASP, and
GOL. Varig and TAM are nicer and somewhar more expensive than VASP or GOL, and are roughly
equivalent o each otherin terms of ticket prices, safety; comfort, customer service, and available destinations,
Infact, the two aidines merged in 2002 and sre currensly involved in & process of pradual assimifadon into
one another Yourflighrexperience cneither Varigor TAM s likely to be pleasant. Theyalsomake good

choices because they have US. parters (Varig is parmers with United and TAM is partners with
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American'), allowing you 1o apply domestic Brazilian air travel to your frequent flyer account with the
comresponding US. parmer. In addition, if your domestic flight is part of an international flight on the
domesticaiiline’s parthes youcan generally check hags all the way through to your final destination, and
intemational bageage restricions —which are more generous than domestic restrictions —apoly (see “Alr
Travel from the LS. to Brazil”, above),

Cne additional plus rhat comes from fying TAM/American is that both airlines have agencies
in Hote! Plaza Sao Rafael at Av. Alberto Bins 514, in downtown Forto Alegre close to the UFRGS main
campus. Fernando Ferretti, the guy that runs the American office, speaks impeccable English and is
extremelynice, He'san excellent source for information on air travel within Brazi! and between Brazl and
other counties, end can straighten out doubts about airine parmers, bageage imits, layovers and stopovers,
and frequent-fiyer-mile transfers, To pet o Hote! Plaza Sfo Rafael from the law school, walk up Rua
SanmientoLeite o Av Independéneta, cross Independéncia, turn left, and take a right at the first comer
(Rua Coronel Vicente). At the next block (Av Alberto Bins) take aleft, and the horelisan the right.

VASP seerns toslipping toward bankruptey and has a had reputation for having oid and poorly
maintairedaiplanes. Theone dme Hlew on VASP the plane made strange noises thatThad never before
heard on an airplane. You should probably aveid VASE

GOL (www.voegol.combr) is Brazil's ansalogue to the US. airlines Southwest and JetBlue, and
isagood option. fthasanexcellent safety record and is generally cheaper then Varig and TAM. Te does,
howeves, have several disadvantages when compared to Vanzand TAM: (1) irhas no US. partnerand
thus nooption of anslerring frequent flyermiles; (2) it doesnot fiy to Guarudhas in Sfo Paule, butonlyto
Congonhas; (3) while Varig and TAM serve full-fledged meals, GOL serves stale sandwiches and
peanuts; (3} theresno frstclass; (5) due to the cheaper price, the flight is more likely to be jam-packed
with people than a Varig or TAM flightwould be; {6) forsome inexplicable reason, thete always seem to
be more screarning babies on GOL thanon the other airlines; (7) due to the cheaper price, customer
service st as good as that of Varig or TAM, and GOL is less ikely to make a policy adjusumentin the
interest ofkeeping the customer satisfied; (8) you can'tbuy GOL deckets online from the US; and (9)
GOL does noraccept non-Brazilian crediceands onits website, in ravel agencies, orat the airport. Thislast
itemmeans that you have to pay for your tcket in cash at a travel agent orat the airport.

Payment options

Hyou buy a Varig or TAM ticket as part of an international flight, you can use your US. credic
card on theirrespective websites (wwwivarigcom and wwwim.com). Youwor'the able to buy domestic
tickets online, however, without a Cadastro de Pessoa Fisica (CPF) number, Brasil’s analogue to the
US. social-securitynumber. See the section entitled “Cetting a CPF” under “To Take Care Of Soon
After Amival in Porto Alegre,” above, for more detadls,

Inthe absence of a CPE you'll have topo o the airport, any ravel agent, or a TAM or Varigoffice
intown andbuy the ticketin peson. Youcan still use the websites to check prices, and the prices quoted
online will be the same prices they quote you at: the travel agency {indeed, they usually buy the ticket
through the same website that you would have boughr it thioughil youhad a CPE). Oneither TAMor
Varig youcan pay with your US. credit card; each travel agenthas itsown special cade that itusesin leu
ofaCPE

¥ TAM is also partners with LanChile and Tace, which flies to Peru and Central America from S8o Paule.
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OnGOLidsalittle more complicated. Asmentioned above, GOL inne circumstances will
accept anon-Brazilian crediccard: notenits website, notata ravel agency, and noteven at the GOL
counter at the airport. You have to take abigwadof cash with you to the mavel agent or GOL counter to
buy the ticket,

Bus ravel within Brazil

Bstagao Rodovidriade Parto Alegre

Lenp Vespasiana Jtilio Veppo, s

Centro

Tel. 32100101

wwwiodoviatia-pos.combr

The lonp-disrance bus station (estacdn odovidiriay on Largo Vespasiano Jilio Veppo, open 24
hours, hasone section for intermumicipal (e, betweencities within Rio Grande do Sulb) buses and another
section forinterstate and intemational buses. Buses are air-conditioned, comfortable, and some tdmes have
stewardesses and seats that tum into beds; the quality is about five million times better than that of
Grevhound.

Abus o Montevideo costs around U.S.$58 and takes 12 howrs; to Buenos Aires 1S $64 and 20
hours; to [guagu US.$41 and 15 houss; to Rio de Janeiro U.S 363 and 24 hows. AsThave repeatedly
stated, however, distances are so great in Brazil that, unless the destination city is very close (e, in Rio
Grande do Sul, Santa Cataring, and perhaps Uruguay), the small amount of money you save by busing
ivinstead of flying rarely justifies the extra tme and frustraton.

The busoptionis, however, ideal for intrastate trips and frips to the constof Santa Cataring. Abus
@ Torres, Rio Grande's best heach, is US$10 and takes only three hours; a bus to Gramado, the
quintessential touristy German town i the SerraGaticha, is L1S.$8 and takes only two hours,

Togetothe long-distnee bus stadon from the fawschool, walk up Av Sarmiento Leite, cross Av
Independéncia, walk down the steps, and continue walking for several blocks until just before the river
Itson the fght side of the highway

Public transpartation within Porto Alegre

Forto Alegre reputedly has the cleanest and mostefficient urban bus system in Brazil. There
are somewhere around 300 bus routes that go from virtually anyplace in the city to any other place. Buses
ofter have their ownexclusive lanes (comedores), makingbus traffic move faster than car waffic at certain
hoursofthe day. The standard bus fare at the time of writing in August 2003 was R$1.45, butyou asa
student can pay halfprice i you buy the special tokens in advance. See “Getting Half-Price Bus Fare
Tokens,” under “Registering for Classes,” ahove,

There is nosingle map of the 300 different routes, so flguring ous what bus to take o get from
where you are toacertain place can be achallenge. One solutionis to dial the bus information hotline
at 158, toil-free fmm any phone, and ask the atendant. Another solution is © go o wwwpornoalegre sgovby
then click “Transportes e Circulagio,” then click “Serviges,” then click “Tinerfirios/ TAR-Horfrias.” The
“T” sexies of buses s particulary good; ivincludes nine buses, TLT9, that go prettymuch everywhere. 17,
forexample, connects Shopping Iguatemi and Shopping Praia de Belas, passing by a lotof popular places
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in between, including the UFRGS faw schocl. Atany touristinformation bureau you can pick up the
Guta de Bolso, which includes a map for each of the “T7 bus rouges.

Porto Alegre also has aseries of red and white minibuses, called lotagdes, that supplement the
urban bus system, generally nunning from downgown out to one of the begrros. “They have names, such
as " Chécara das Fedras” or Aundliadors,” and not numbers ke niormal buses; the name dencminates the
baimothatis the lotagdc's final destination. They are supposedlymore comfortable thar buses, but thefr
superior comfort is debatable. They can feel cramped inside, they're hell in the sumimer if the AC s
broken, and they cant tse the special buslanes, so they often get stuck in car traffic. Due to the supposed
extra comfort, lotagdes are considerably more expensive than regular buses; at the time of writing in
August 2003, aride cost R$2.20. Andyouean’tuse halfprice student tokens on the lotagges; youtll always
have to pay full price. Whenever possible, lopted for the bus over the lotagio.

Porte Alegre has a small metro that isof limited usefulness, Ie may, however, be 2 viable optionif
youneed to pet from the airport to the bus station or vice-versa, and you don’t have a ton of lugeage.

Tuxis are the way to get around after midnight, ifyou're in o iy, or if you have alotof saff with
you (such as groceries or lugeage). They always have a meter. When the city raises standard taud fares,
it takes acounie of months to adjust all the meters in all the taxds; in the meantime the axi driverscanya
table with them that wells them how much above what the meter reads chat they should charge. Always
demand o read the table yourself, taxi drivers are notoriously unscrupulous with foreigners and will always
trytoscrewyouaver. And even when you pay the official price, taxis are not particularly cheap in Porto

Alegre.

Drivingin Prazil

Your LLS. dviver’s license is good in Brazil. You may, however, want to consider getting an
Trtemnational Driver's Licenseifyouplanon doing a lotof drivingin Brazil or makinga long road trip, simply
because local police officers won’t be farniliar with the format of your stare’s license. An alternarive toan
Intemnationial Driver's License in this particular scenario s to take extra cash along on your road tip, touse
as alribe for any highway patrol officer thar pullsyou over

Housing

Finding pood and reasonably priced housing can be somewhat tricky. Most UFRGS students,
like Brazilian college students in general, live with their parents ar some other familymember: Students
that come from cities and towns in the interior of Rio Grande do Sul (e, somewhere other than the Porto
Alepre metro area) generally have one of three housing situations: they live with a family member, their
family owns an aparmment in Porto Alegre in which the children live while in college, or they rentan
apartment, genesally with roommates. There exist possibilities of paying a family w let vou live in their
house or renting a room in an apartment or house where other UFRGS students already Hve (bothiof
which are good if vou want additional exposure to Fortuguese), but these oprons generally have o be
explored after amriving in Forto Alegre.

The thirdeption s te rent your own apartment. Because, asstated, mostsiudenes live with thetr
tarnilies, the short-term apartmentmarketin Porto Alegre is norveryrobust, The usual way to go about
finding an apartmentis by enlisting the assistance of an fmobilidna (real estate agency), and two that are
near the UPRGS main campus and deal with that area are Certa Imdveis ((5113311-7800) and
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Guarida Iméveis {(51)3330-2979). Burbeware: most real estate agents, including these two, won't
bother with you if you pian on renting the place for less than a twelve-meonth period, and furnished
apartments are exceedingly hard eo find.

Thebestsoluton that fcould come up withis the Manhattan Stedium Flat apartment building
(3311-1100), at Av Osvalde Aranha 390, an extremely convenient five-minute walk from the Law schoot
justoff the northeast comerof the main UFRGS campus in the Bom Fim baimo (neighborhood), The
apartments are almost alt studio/efficiencies, although there are some with a wall between the bedroom
and the rest of the apartment. They come in two sizes, [arge and small; in my opinion, the added space
of the large apartment justifies the higher price. Every apartment is furnished with a bed with sheets,
blankets and pillows; a closer; a bar or a table with chairs; a bathroom; a complete or semi-complete
kitchen with atleastastove, refrigerator; dishes and cockware; air-condidoning,; 70-channel cable TV,
and atelephone. Inaddition, amaid comes every day to wash the dishes and clean the place.

You should ask to look at every available apartment before deciding which one you want,
because the furnishings and therr configuration vary greatly fotn apartment © apartment. Some
apartments have any combination of the following added amenities: abalcony, acouch, abar andacable,
atull-sized oven/stove combination, a cordless phone, amicrowave, and 2 TV that can be warched from
bed or from the living room. The large aparoments tend to have more of these things. Thad a lasge
aparment, Apartnent 807, which had everythingbut abaleony {but ithad a lot of windows o compensate},
anditwas quite comfortable, Furthermore, the building has  good in-house faundromat with reasonable
prices. One downside is that you can only make local landline calls from your apartment; you have togo
tothe payphone ouron the sireetin frontof the bulldings to call cell phones or Jong distance, even wll-free
800" numbers,

The Manhattan consistently had aparoments available for the seven months T was in conrace
with the management; | dhink the demand for that kindefhousing is low among Bracilians and the price
isadmistedly somewhat lofty. The small apartments are officially R$800/menth, and the targe aparments
areofficially RE900/month, but you can almost surely gecat leasta R$50 discount oneither. Added cothar
are electricity and telephone, which should be around US$20/month and US$ 1 0/month respectively,
depending ofcotrse on howmuch you use the phone and the air conditionmg, Covered parking, should
youneedit, is an additional R$5 pernight, For me, the convenience of the Manhattan's location in the
midldte of the city close 10 UFRGS combined with the difficulty of finding other housingjustified the price.
Theaparmmentmanager’s name is Paula; you canreach herat ((51)3311-1100 ext. 254).

One word of warning: Paula is either very lackadaisical about calculating the bills, or she’s
malicious and wants wscrew vou aver; | end o think the atter is mue, Serutinize every bill meticulously
Be carefud, for exarnple, that your electricity bill does notinclude someone else’s electricity:

Money and banking

Cash

The Brazilian curvency is the redd (phural reais), The exchange rate at the time of writing in
August 2003 wasiphtaround R$3 per doflar Denominationsof RS 1 come efther inagreenbill, abigsitver
cotn with a gold border, or anondescriptsilver coin that is easily mistaken for a R$0.25 or R30.50 coin.
Fractions of areal are called centawos. R$30 is the largest bill commonty seen, and even though it'sonly
worth about US$17, many stores and services won't take it for fack of sufficient change in the drawer
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"The most convenient way to obtain cash is by withdrawing it from your US. bank account via
an ATM machine. Your ATM card musthave a Visa/Phus or MasterCard Cirrus logo oniit. ifyoudon’t
have a bank account with a Visa/Plus ATM card, its probably 2 good idea o open one before coming to
Brazil. Itisabsohtely essential that you know the PIN onyour ATM card. You mayalsobe asked foryour
authorization code or security code when purchasing certain goods or setvices (such as plane tickets)
in Bracil; this code is the three-digit number at the end of a sequence of iumbers printed i the signature
fieldon the back of your card. It's much better towithdraw money using an ATM/debit card than iris
o withdraw wingacredit card. While your bankwill charge you a dollar or two foreach delbit card/ATM
mansactionnot rmade atone of its own branches, your credit casd company will likely charge you a higher
fee for what's called a “cash advance”; it's something like US.$5, phus incerest.

Not all banks ATM machines in Parto Alegre accept international ATM cards; in fact, few
banks accept them, but the ones that do are sufficiently ubiquitous so that getting cash with an ATM card
stifl reains the most vizble option. The besthank for ATM mransactions is Bradesco; it accepts both Visa/
Plus and MasterCard/Cirnus in all of its ATMs, and always gives the going exchange rate. Yoursecond
chaice should be Banco do Brasil; Banco do Brasil also gives a fair rate, but is ATMs that accept
international cards are few and far between. Another bank that acceprs international ATM cards is
Banco 24 Horas. Additionally, at some locations of Banco Santander and Banco Bilbao Viscaya
there are internatonal ATMs throughalink oo the Banco 24 Horas network. Citbank alsoaccepis thern,
butl don't recommend it hecause there aver’tmany Citbank branches around,

The fellowing are the addresses and telephones of the only four Citibank locations in Porto
Alegre:

‘ Rua24Cutubo 335, el 3395-1406
Aw Nilo Peganha 2785, tel. 3328-248]
Rua 7de Setembro 722, tel. 3220.8500
PracaM. Cardoso 176, tel. 32224483

Alistof the ten Banco ck Brasil locations thatacceptintermnational cards folkows:
Azenha: Rua B Tiunfo 666, tel. 3217-1922
Bairro Anchieta: Av Estados 1515, tel. 33731857
CristévaoColombo
Farrapos: Av. Farrapas 2505, el 33374099
Moinhosde Vento
Passoda Arein: Av. Assis Brasil 2487, tel. 3341-2466
Praga da Alfindega
PUC
Shopping Praia de Belas
UFRGS

The UFRGS Banco do Brasil is near the Reitora and Lanches Anténio on the maincampus (at
the intersection of Avenidas Paulo Gama and Osvaldo Aranha}, 2 converient three-minute walk from
the law schook but beware: it’s not open on weekends. Also beware that the Banco do Brasil ar the
UFRGS Campus do Vale doesnt accept intermational ATM cards. Dovntown is full of banks, and along
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two blocksof Av Csvaldo Aranha, near the intersection with Av. José Bonificio (on the edee of Parque
Redengfio}, you canalso find most of these banks.

Anntherword of cauton: ATMsare usually located inaspecial roomadiacent w the bank dhae,
while its hours of operation are much longer than these of the bank ftseff, usually closes around 9or 10pm
and may not be open on weekends.

While traveler’s checks are an OK option and are generally accepted atany bank orexchange
hureau (casade cdmbio), L advise against them for three reasons: the exchange rate is usually bad because
itincludes the institution’s commission, you have wecash them duing the mstitudon’s business hours, and
youhave to carry your passport with you whenyou go tocash them.

Creditcard

Trecommend bringing a Visa credit card as a supplement to a Visa/Plus ATM card, Visa seerms
tor be the most widely accepted (it wruly is “evervwhere you want to be'™), MasterCard is less widely
accepted, followed by American Express, Anything else, such as Discoves is not likely to be accepted.

Mostchain stores and large national services, such as department stores (e, Loias Americanas),
storesin the mall {record stores, clothingstores, etc.), supermarkets, and airlines, accept Visaand perhaps
MasterCardor American Express. But beware that some stores and services don't aceept any foreign
creditcardsatall, andit’s hard 1o predice whichones dortt. Here are dyree important ones thatwor't take
foreign credit cards: (1) any Brazilian airline (GOL, TAM, Varig, VASF etc.) where the tickeris hought
over the internet for emission within Brazl; {2) the airline GOL in any circumstance; and (3) the
supermarkes Zaffari. Beware also that if you buy clothing at a department store (such as C&A) witha
credir card, and later decide you don't want the clothing and oy to retumir for a refund, the store, while
permitting you to exchange the item: for somethingelse, will likely refuse to refund your money,

Openingyour own bank sccount in Brazil

Banco do Brasil in New York

PUT CONTACTINFOHERE

Hyou decide w open your own accounc with a Brazilian bank, the best choice is probably Banco
do Brasil because it has branches all aver the country and seemingly on every corner in Porto Alegre,
Having a Brazilian bank account would solve several problems: (1} youcould get a debiccard useable at
the supermarket Zaffari and with the airline GOL; {2) you would save transaction fees for ATM
withdrawals; and (3) you could use any Banco do Brasit ATM machine, and not just the few-and-far-
between machines that acceptinternations] ATM cards. Banco do Brasil has a branch in New Yorlk,
soyoucould prebaldy open your account there beforeleaving the 1S, that way if youneed more money,
your pazents or somecne else in the LS. could deposit doilars into your account from the New York
brarch.

One important word of warning: in order to open a bank account in Brazil, you'll first need a
Cadastro de Pessoa Fisica (CPF) number, Brazls analogue to the social-securicy number. Getting this
numberinvolves a process with the Receita Federal (Brazl's IRS equivalent), separate from any process
you also have to go through with the UFRGS, the Consulace, or the Policia Federal; ¢his is a pood
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number to have anyway, even ifyou dor'tcare about opening a bank account. See the section entitled
“Gettng a CPI” under 1o Take Care OfScon After Arrivalin Porto Alegre,” above, for more details.

Making deposits directly into someone else’s bank account

Some services, especially those located in another city, don't take cash orcredit card, butinstead
requite you to deposit the payment into thetr account at a specified bank. For example, in order to
purchase half-price bus tokens, you have to deposit the payment into the city transportation entity’s
account at Banrisul; they won't take money over the counter, The same applies for any fee payment o
the Registrar’s Office (DECORD); its bank of cheice is Banco do Brasil. The service will give youits
account number, which is ustally typed on aslip of paper that the bank subsequently uses as a receipt to
print the date and amount of the deposit. Yousimply present this skip of paper to the bank teller with the
specified amount of cash, and then take the receiprback to the service to prove to them that you made
the deposit.

Telephone

Brazil'scountry code is 55. Porto Alepre’scity codeis 51, Phone nuimbers in Porto Alegre ave
composed afeight digits, always beginning with “3” ifalandline and “9” ifacell amber. Old advertisements
may present phone numbers with only seven digits, if thisis the case, 2dda “3” at the beginning. Note that
some other Prazlian cities, such as Prasilia, are still on the seven-digit system.

Here are some other importang city codes:

- Porto Alegre; 51

Sao Paulo: 11
Rio de Janeiro: 21
Flotiandpois; 48
Brasilia: 61
Salvader: 71
Recife: 81

Payphones (elefores friblicos or, tnore comunonky, orelhdes) in Brazil are ommipresent, butonly
abouthalfof them are actually operational, the other half having been broken by vandals. Youmustbuy
acard {eando}, available at moststores, pharmacies, and newsstands, before you can use a payphone to
call anythingbuz a toll-free number (which always stare with 0800); cards come iy 20-unit, 40-unit, and
GO-unit varieties. A 40umit card in August 2003 cost around R$S.

TFyoure dialing locally, to acell or to a landline, just dial the eight digits. Hyou're dialing long-
distance inside Brezil, you must dial the foliowing sequence: 01 + [two-digit long-distance-provider
code] + [owo-digit citycode} + [numbes usually eight digits]. There are a plethor of long-distance
providers in Brazil, and some offer better rates than others. The two best long distance carmiersin terms
of convenience are Embratel (21) and Intelig (23), because they can be used to dial any number
anywhere in Brazl; the other caniers are regional. The cotniry code of the United Statesis 1. fyou're
dialing the United States from a Brazilian payphone the sequence is the following: 011 + {two-digitiong-
distance-provider code] 4 1 4 [US. areacode] + [US, seven-digit number],

Youmight get a three minute call o the US. outofa40-unit card. Calling cell phones within
Bratzil from a payphone is almgst just as expensive as caliing the ULS,, giving you four or five minutes of talk
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time. Long-distance calls toconventional phones within Brazd are not quite as expensive, and Brazilian
locallandline calls are actually quite reasonable.

Another option s to buy acell phone and sign up for service. The problem with getting a cell
phone, however, is that contracts usually have to be for aminimum of ene year. Ifyou can findsome
way ¢ getaround the one-year minimum, youmight ay Telefdnica Celular, tel. (toll-free) 0800-51-1404,
orClaro Digital, eel. {roli-free) 0800511234,

Intemet

The UN Library at the UFRGS law school has three terminals you can wse for iree, but the
internetis kind of slow: An alternative ifyou bring a computer o Brazil with vou {which Irecommend)
is tosign up for intermet service achome. The leading dialup service is Terra forww.terracom. by tel, 3287
1000}, and it costs about $5 permeonth, chargeable to Visaor MasterCard. Note, however, that thereisno
fixed monthly rate for Jocal calls placed from home; you're paying — albeit  very small amount, roughly
R$0.03 —for each minute you're cannected.

Mad

Mail in Brazil is somewhat slower than in the U.S,, but not impessibly slow. To ship
things faster, use the SEDEX service, analogous to U.S, priority mail, available atany post office.
There are two speeds for shipping things to the 1S, economic and priority.  Shipping the
economic way costs about RE50 for five kilos, with R$7 for each additional kilo, and takes
about a month to reach a destination in the U.S,

There are post offices all over the place. The address of the central post office follows:

Agéneia Central de Correios

Rua Siqueira Campos, 1100~ Centro

el 3220-8500

OpenYam-opm Mon.-Fi., untl noonon Saturdays
wwwootteios.combr

Laundry

TheManhattan apartment buiding has its own in-house laundry service (tel. 3311-1100, ext.
207) onthe “SF” {salfio de festas) floor The prices are veryreasonable atsomewhese around R$3 perkilo,
R$2 to wash and iron a dress shirt.

A good public laundromat which also offers dry cleaning near the law school is Lavanderia
Bola Azul (Av. Independéncia 350, Porto Alegre, 90035-070, tel. 3224-0330), Togiveyousanideaofthe
prices, it costs R$8.30 to dry clean a pair of pants. Bela Azulis located on Av. Independéncia between

Barros Casal and Sarmiento Leite, roughly parallel to the location of the Manhattan {whichis tuee Blocks
downhill on Av Osvaldo Aranha}.

Houses of worship
Carholic and Protestant churches are ubiquitous in Porto Alegre. The following are the addresses
and telephones of the temples of a few of the less traditional religions:
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- Associagio Zen Budista de Porto Alegre
RuaIvo Corcel, 169
"T&i 9986-7980

Ceniro Hebraico Rio Grandense
Rua Femando Machado, 1008 -Centio
Tel. 3225-1559

Centro Tsreclita de Torto Alegre
Rua Herrique Dizs, 73—Bom Fim
Tel 33111935

Centro Culural Islimico (Mosque)
Rua Cel. Vicerite, 382, sala 102
Tel. 32268458

Siragoga Cinat Hatzedek
Rua Bento Figueiredo, 55— Rio Branco

Recreationand Jeisure
Restaurants
The following some particularly good restaurants in Porto Alegre:

Acabir, Av. Independéncia 827, between Rua Santo Antdnio and Rua Jodo Telles.
Lighrand tasty soup and salad buffer, open all night Jong. Tel. 3311.9485.

Ante Pz, Av. Casemiro de Abrews, 242, near intersection with Rua Miguel Tostes.
Voted the best Pizza in Porto Alegre by Vija Magazine a couple of years ago, with good reason. |
recommend the pizza “mafiosa”. "Tel 3330-8583.

Atelier dos Massas, Rua Riachuelo, 1482, Tlian restuarant with good pasta dishes. Tel.
32251125,

Bar Ocidene, Av. Osvaldo Aranha, 960, intersection with Rua Gen. Jodo Tellesin the
Bom Fim bamo. At lunchtime Bar Ocidente is a vegetarian restaurant; on Sundays it serves Inclian
vegatarian food. Tel. 3312-1347.

Baunidn Tria Non, Av, Protdsio Alves, 966, on the surmnoff that leads to Av. Nildpolis.
Traditiors] fast-food joint, mote than thirty vears old. Serves only one kind of food: scrumptious bauru
sandwiches. Tel. 3333-4447. Theydeliver

Café do Forto, Rua Padre Chiagas, 293, near Moinheos Shopping. Cool atmesphere and
teally pood submarine sandwiches, even if slightdy expensive. A good place forcoffee with friends. Give
the cheesecake atry: Tel. 3346-8385.

Cavanhas, Av. Lima e Silva, 274, in the Cidade Baixa. The Xis-burguer (a Bragilian
delicacy: a cheeseburger with your choice of toppings, such as peas, com, or chicken hearts) and
chocolate pizzaare excellent, Tel. 3226-0743.

: Churmascaia Berranco, Av. Protésio Alves, 1578, nearintersection with Luces de Oliveira,
Good and classicbarbecued mear place. Tel. 33316172,

Lanches Rerretrer, in the law schocl building, accessible from the parking loz. Much like
Lanches Antdnio, but with less selection, poorer quality, and less cordial service. Buratleastitsreally
convenient.
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+ Lanches Antonto, UFRGS matn campus niear the Reitoria, Vistvariety of salgados, sandwiches,
juices, hot lunches, and desserts. Good quality and cheap,

Meanhatten, Edel Trade Center second fioor, Rua Sarmiento Leite just across Jofo Pessoa
from the taw school. Good quality per-kifo buffer. Tel. 3227-4680.

Pageda, Av. Protisio Alves, 434, near the intersection with Av. Marianite. Inexpensive
Chinese food, alacarte orbuffer. Tel 3333.2333,

Prato Verde, Rua Santa Teresina 42, between José Bonificio asnd Bondncio Adres, Bom
Fimn beirm, Vegetarian food, as the name implies. "Tel. 33336182,

Século, Av. Osvaldo Aranha, right beside Manhattoan apartment building, Tasty and
cheapvegetarian Taiwanese focd.

Sashi Fixress, A, Mostardeiro, 12 1, intersection with Rua Miguel Tostes. YouTlendup
paying U.S.510 before ir's over with, but the fresh salmon sushi and other Japanese delicacies are well
worthit. Tel. 3395-2525.

Tewd, RuaJosé de Alencaz 520. Good selecdon of intemmational cuisine. Tel 3231-5133,

ZCafé Bistrd, Rua Padre Chagas, 314, between Rua Dinarte Ribeiro and Rua Luciana
de Abreu. Try the Bemate sandwich and the clevicor: white wine with chunks of fruit. T&l. 3346-6088.

Bars
The followingare some particularly zood bars inForto Alegre:

Bar do Beto, Av. Vendncio Aires, 876, in the Cidade Baixa bairro near Hospital
de Pronto Socorro. A bar and restaurant close to UFRGS, frequented by UFRGS students.
Tel. 33320063,

Cherry Blues Pub, Rua Marqués do Herval, 52. First Irish pub it Porto Alegre.
Lots of beer options. wwwicherrybhues.combr/site. Tel. 3023.5252.

Dado Pub, Rua Fernando Gomes, 80, in the Moinhos de Vento batrro. Good
selection of drinks, including “Dado Bier,” a local brew that some say is tasty. Tel. 3395-1468.

Lourival, Rua 24 de Outubro, 1624, in the Auxiliadora bairo. Really good
draught beer (chopp}. Tek 3337.3405.

Nightclubs
The following are some particularly good night clubs in Porto Alegre:
Cabaret Voltaire, Av. Independéncia, 590. Alternative, sometimes GLS. Tel
3325-1828,
Dado Bier, Av. Ttlio de Rose, 100, in Shopping Bourbon Country. Brews its
own beer. Kind of expensive. Tel 3378-3000,
Erncovragadp Butiem, Av: Independéncia, 936. Tel. 3311-5090.
. Liguid, Rua Jodo Telles, 54, intersection with Av. Independéncia. Coolf dance
floor and good atmosphere, Tel, 33124432,
Pipe Pub, Rua Tobias da Silva, 241, in the Moinhos de Vento bairro. Expensive,
chic, crowded, pretty cool. Go dressed up and go early; unless you're on the guest list or you
enjoy waiting in line. Tel. 3346-2033.
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» Qcidente, Av. Osvaldo Aranha, 960, intersection with Rua Jodo ‘Telles. By day,
vepetarian restaurant; by night, cool night chub for gays, lesbians, and sympathizers. Tel. 3312-
1347.

Opintdo, Rua José do Patrocinio, 834, in the Cidade Baixa bairro. A classic,
Bob Dylan played here once. Tel 3211.2838,
“Touch, Rua Tilio de Rose, 200, Tel. 3024-3929,

Fitness centers

Ifyou're in the need for some physical exercise, a good fimess center is Hiper Academia
at Av. Protisio Alves 1327, tels. 3388-6644 and 3388-6633, between Avenidas Vicente da
Fontoura and Lucas de Oliveira, It has a large weight room and a separate room with bicycles
and treadmills; all equipment is well maintained, The gym also offers a considerable array of
classes, including power biking, body pump, boxing, step, and samba and pagode. Its schedule
is relatively accessible compared to most other gyms in Porto Alegre: Mon.-Fri. Gam-12
midmight, Sat. Sam-Spm, closed Sundays. Membership comes in three-month paclages for
around L8560 total. Shorter contracts are also available for a proportionally higher price. To
get there from the UFRGS main campus, wait at the Instituto de Fducagao bus stop on Av.
Ogvaldo Aranha across the sireet from the Manhattan apartment building, and catch any bus
heading away from downtown that crosses Av. Vicente da Fontoura

Dance classes

One prominent dance studio you might check outif you want to brush up on your
satmba, pagode, or forré is Studio Paulo Pinheiro (Av, Bardo de Amazonas 1050; tels. 3336-7182Z,
3315.0203; www.planeta. terra.com.brarte/studiopaulopinheiro/studiodedancahtm). There
is also a flamenco studio two doors down from the Manhattan apartment building on Aw.
Osvaldo Aranha,

Electicity issues

Standard voltage in Brazilis 220V, Tnthe US, ids only 110V, s0 if you plug 2 hair dryer or iron
Lrought from the ULS. directly into the oudet (tomeadsd, you might burn ireut. Laptop computers, battery
chargers, andother electronic devices with their own voltage transformer {in computersit's inthe cosd)
usually reduce anvthing ranging from 110V e 220V down to the appropriate voltage (e.g., 16V for
computers) automatically. For hair diyers and irons, however, you might want to consider buying a
voltape reducer before leaving the US,, available at electronic stores such as Cireuit City and Best Buy.

Note also that Brazil uses two different types of prongs: European-style round paraliel prongs, and
ULS.-style fat parallet prongs, almost never with the third round sround prong: the voleage-reducdon kit
thaeyou buy before leaving the US. doesr'tinclude aprongconverter, vou can buy one ance you get to

Brazl foraround US$1.

Medical Matters
Haspital Municipal de Pronto Socorro (HPS)
Av. Osvaldo Aranhas®
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Bom Fim

“Tels. 192,3330.9998, 33169388

There'sacomplex of hospitals adjacent to the main campus of the UFRGS, the campus where
the law school is located. The mam hospital for emerpencies and other medical matrers, however ison
the other side of Parque Redengo, also near the faw school: Hospital Municipal de Pronto Socomro
{HPS).

if vouplan on doing any raveling drough South America beyond southern Brazil, Argenting,
Urupuay, and Chile, I strongly suggest that vou get vaccinated for yellow fever and place the World
Health Organization yellow-fever certificate (which happens to he yellow itself) with your passport. [t's
notsomuch thatthere's a bigrisk of carching vellow teves, but that Bragilian immigration requires thatyeu
be vaccinated if, prios to enty, vou visited any of several northerm Bravilian staces or northern South
American countries.

Bockstores

Forto Alegre hasa vastamray of bockssores. Unlike with US. collepe towns, where there s atleast
one farge hookstore which sells all assined books for all classes in all disciplines, no such bookstore exdsts in
Porto Alegre, Thus, youll have tofind the books youneed at regular bookstores chroughout town, The
bestniew boaks hookstores are located in the better shopping malls, such s Bourbon Country and Prata de
Belss. Bookstores that specialize in used books are called becos, and you can find lots of them by just
strolling through the streets downiown, The followingisa listofafew bookstores voull definicely want ©
check out:

Bookstand in Lanches Ferreira. There’s abockstand in the hack of the law school
snack ber that sells asmall selection of legal bools, some of which you mayneed for class, such as bocks by
Professor Cezar Saldanha and René David’s comparative faw book.

Livraria Cultura, Bourbon Country Shopping, Av. Tilio de Rose 80, Porto Alegre,
913140-110, livros@livrariacubrura.cormuby werwliviariacultura.comubr. Thisis amassive boolstore inthe
Bowrbon Counny mall, near Ipuatermi off Av. Nilo Peganha, with tons afbooks (hone ofthem used) and
agreat selection of Cs. The dictionary/ferammar book section is particularly good. Unfortunasely,
howeves, the legal books secdon eaves something o be desired. Tel. 3028-4033.

Livraria Erico Verissimo, Rua Jerdnime Coetho 377, Forto Alegre, 90110-241. Sells
new, used, and rare bocks. Downtown, close o the law school, tight across the street from Hotel
Embaixador Tels, 3225-4624 and 3212-8022.

Livraria Saraiva, Praia de Belas Shopping, Av. Pria de Belas 1181, loia 5. Saraivacouid
be considered the main rival to Livraria Cudrura. I6's locared in Praia de Belas, on the otherend of the T7
bus route from fguatemi, dose 1o the Rio Guatba and not far from downtown. This s a huge bookstore
with anexcellent music and dictionaties section, and the legal collection here is much more extensive
than thatof Livrada Culaura, Addidgonally, in either Saraivaor Cultura, if they don't have it, they can order
irforyou. Tel 3231-6868.

' Sapierfs. New and used books. Rua Coronel Vicente 527, tel, 3211-4966.

UFRGS Livraria. The UFRGS baokstore is in Anexo 1 of the Reirora, right beside

Lanches Anténio. Althoughithas asmall selection of beaks and probaklynone of the books you need
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forclass, is anice place tocheck ourand the place to go to by UFRGS memorabilia (hats, coffee mugs,
backpacks, etc.).
\ The Academic Environment at the UFRGS Law School

Classes andexarmns

Preparing forclasses

As mentioned in an above section, study habits at the UFRGS Law Schoot (and, for that
mattes, at Brazilian law schools in general), parallel undergraduate study habits in the US. much
mote closely than they parallel U.S, law-school study habits. Law school in Brazil is, after all, an
undergraduate degree progeam.

Thus, law students in Brazil po to class to leam, and not (in most cases) to clarify what
they've already learned in the readings or to think about new and anomalous applications of
what was in the reading. There will often be some sort of reading accompanying each day’s
lecture, in the forn of an article the professor wrote in a faw review, or a chapter from a general
bock on, say, Conflict of Laws; these readings, however, are usually not totally on-point and are
thus only partially enlightening. There is nevera caschook or an accompanying textbool per se;
the closest thing to a text I had was a series of small books written by Professor Cezar Saldanha
that pretty closely corresponded with what he taught in class,

Furthermore, you usually don't knowwhat toreadunitil the day that subjectis discussed,
50 any reading that you do takes place after the class discussion. One obvious implication is that
you're not likely to lmow enough about the subject on the day it's discussed in class to ask
informed questions or make informed comments. Indeed, classes in Brazilian law school,
again like U.S. underpraduate, are fecture-intensive andalmost completelynon-Socratic; students
have the habit of making very few comments and asking very few questions. Nevertheless, most
professors do not frown upon student questions and comments. 1, with my U.S. faw-school
Socratic conditioning, couldu’t help but ask at least one “hut what if such and such were to
happen?” question per day.

Thesad outh is that moststudents probshly dor't read anything at all undl two days before the
test. As you must have done on innumerzhle cceasions in undergrad, use your judgment when
determining whether you reallyneed to dozcertaimn reading to understand the subjece matteror dowell
on the test. Sometimes the readings are superfluous, and testquestions almost never expect you to draw
completelyon a particularreading.

Therefore, preparing for classes is, as a general rule, quite easy: just show up, with pen,
notebook, and a copy of the Corstirution. Take the Constitution with you everywhere; it will
invariably be cited by the professor every day in every class, repardless of the class’s subject
matter. Moreover, you probably don’t have to rush to make it to class on time; they almost
always start fifteen to thirty minutes late, And almost nobody uses a laptop o take notes. Ifyou
feel you need your laptop, buy a fong extension cord, because outlets are few and far between
and the nearest one may be on the other side of the room.

Preparinglor exams
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Examis (provas) are the most common form of evaluating students. Theoretically,
two-hour classes will have one test at the end of the semester, and four-hour classes will have two.
In addition to this regular test (or these two regular (ests, in the case of a four-hour class), all
professors give stadents who did poorly the first time around the chance to do a prova de
recuperagdo to improve their grade. The regular testis usually administered two or three weeks
before the bepinning of the semester, and classes resume and continue for the next couple of
weeks until the semester ends; consequentlyy the prova de recuperagdo usually covers more
material, an incentive to do well on the first test and pet it over with,

Exams come in two formats: essay {prova dissertativa) and multiple~choice {prova de
questdes objetivas); essay exams are the most common, but in a four-hour class the professor
{e.g., Professor Cezar Saldanha) mighe give one exam of each format, Essay questions vary
greatly from professor to professor and subject (o subject, but a strong understanding of what
was discussed in class and an ability to re-articulate it in the exam is probably the key to success
in most essay exams. Few will expect you to apply what was discussed in class to new and
anomalous situations, as is the norm with U.S, law exams. Additionally, whether there will be
a time constraint also depends on the professor {ie., how much time he or she gives to finish
the exam and how many questions he or she includes}. In general, Ieltlitde or no time pressure
in my exams. Exams could last anywhere from an hour to three-and-a-half hours (as with
Professor Cezar Saldanha},

There is no curve. Your grade is, however, posted publicly for the whole wordd to see. ACs
needed to pass, whichisa 7 onascale of 1 to 10. ACin Brazilian law schoolis considered a very low grade.
ABisan8andanAis 9 or above.

Preparing amenogrdfia

A monografia is a research paper, with a minimum of perhaps fifteen pages, on. a topic
related (o the subject of the class. You thoroughly explain an area of the law based on the writings
of jurists, with some of your own observations occasionally thrown in. 1t is not a thesis. The
professor neither expects nor warits you to advance 2 totally new argument.

Few professors actually assign amonografia as the sole fonm of evaluating stdents in a normal
class; menografias are typically required for more monumental endeavars {e.g., yous have to write one if
you want to graduate with honors). Nonetheless, in the class Relages Internacionais evervone had
write amonografia, upon which their grade was based almost entirely. Topics were given by the professer
(whe in this case was Professor Claudia) to complement the themes discussed in class, andincluded such
subjectsas the Intemational Courtof Justice, the Protecton of Cultural Heritage in temational Law, the
WTO and Processes of Economic Integration, the Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties, the
International Regime of Trademarlks and Patents, and the Inrernational Criminal Court.

Otherways of evaluating students

There are, of course, other ways of evaluating students i addifion to or in lieu of tests
and research papers. Perhaps the most common of these is the in-class presentation, accompanied
by a short {e.g, five-page) paper to be turned in to the professor, In such cases, the professor
will often let you choose among several avaitable ways to be evaluated.
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Extracurricularactivities

Irtermnship possibilities

Youhave rhe opportunity o doavariety of mternships while shidying at the UFRGS law school
Professor Clandia and the other professors have connections with law firms and governmental agencies
throughout Brazil, giving you the chance to go virtually anywhere and do virtually anything. [t'sjusta
matter of asking around to fimd cut what's cut there.

Cine already-established internship for UFRGS Taw students thas you cansurely do iswith the
Cento de Apoio Operacional do Meio Ambiente at the Rio Grande do Sul Ministério Pillico downtown
(about a ten-minute walk from the lawschool). The extremely competent director of the Support Center
is Dr. Sflvia Capelli. You basicallyresearch ervironmental faws and doc rine and make suggestions to
envircnmental prosecurors throughout the state that have specific issues they need help resolving, Talk to
Professor Claudia if you are interested in this internship,

Ifyou arrive in Brazil at least 2 few weeks before classes start, orstay after classes are over, and want
o doan intermshipin Brasilia, there are several options. Professor Claudia can amange for yowan internship
in the Consumer Law section of the Ministty of justice {CADE), under the supervisionof Dr Roberto
Pleiffes You can prohably also work, 251 did, in the Special Secretariat for Human Rights, locatedinthe
Ministry of Justice building. Contact Herbert Baros, the Secretariat’s sub-director in charpe of interns, at
herbertbarrosé@mi.govl explain vour status as an UFRGS lewstudent, and mention that T Jay Bischotf)
gave you hise-mail. Gertingexposure to Prasilia and the federal povernment was an extremely enziching
experience lorme.,

Whatever intemnshipyou do is highly uniikely to be renumnerated and will noccount for UFRGS
law school credit. They are simply for self-edification.

Grupos de pesquisa

As anexchange student, you will automatically and involunrariy be a member of the CNPg
“Mercosur and Consumer Law” research group, coordinated by Professor Claudia. Widely reparded as
the bestresearch group in the school, irisalso the mostchallenging: Youwill probably be calied upon o do
atleast one research projectfor Professor Claudia during your time at the UFRGS law school, snd quality
expectations are high. But the payoffis also substangal: Claudia’s research-group students always rank
among those that pet the best nternships, participate in internatonal competitions, and study abroad.
Beingin Claudia's research group is also a good way to guarsntee thatyou'll have the opportunity to talk
to her at least once a week (it meets every Tuesday afternoon). Peing in Professor Claudia’s research
eroup was for me an honor and a privilege; [ was extremelylucky to have such an opporomity towork
closelywith one of Brazil's leading international jurists,

Orher professors have theirown ressarch groups, the (hemes of which cotrespond to the pardeufar
professcr’s area of interest. Professor Cezar Saldanha leads the “Supremacy of the State” research group,
and Professor Tupinambid leads a criminal law research group. Hyouwant to be inany other research
group, inaddition to Professor Claudia's, just ask the particular professor that leads it for permission. [cartt
irnagine that he would refuse you admission. Ingeneral, professors are very receptive o exchange student
participation in faw-school activities.

SAJU
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SAJU (Servigo de Assessoria Juridica Universitiria) is the main extension service of
the UFRGS law school. Tt was founded in 1950 by faw students seeking to guarantee free access
to justice for the poor; in this sense it is most analogous to a clinic in ULS. law schools. SAJU’s
work is divided into several proups: family law; probate law, juvenile law; consumer law; and
criminal law. Orientation is provided by professors and pro bono attomeys, and most of the
fegal duties (the writing of petitions, preparation of cases, etc.) are performed by UFRGS law
students, To participate in any of the SAJU groups, send an e-mail to Verénica at
saju@direito.ufrgs.br, or mention your interest to Professor Claudia.

UFRGSMUN

UFRGSMUN is the UFRGS Model United Nations, a student-orpanized event which
takes place during three days every October and attracts law students from (theoretically} all over
Brazil and the rest of the world. UFRGSMUN in 2003, for example, included students from
Bhutan. Since the whole event takes place in English, if you're around in October or in the few
tnonths preceding the event, you'll ikely be called upon to provide linguistic assistance, 'Whatever
additional assistance you provide is up to you.

Law Confererices

Occasionally you'll have the apportunity to attend and possibly work at any of various
law conferences throughout Brazil. One weekend each May the law school of the PUC/RS
sponsors a conference in Gramado, a town in the Serra Gaticha about two hours from Porto
Alegre, which is famous for the partying that goes on the Friday and Sarurday nights; the legal
panels are also very good. There is also an annual international environmental law conference
in 830 Paulo each June, organized by Professor Antonio Hermann Benjamin and the Lawyers
for a Green Planet Instintte. I worked at the conference on hebalf of Professor Claudia’s
research group and the UFRGS law school in June 2003; the University paid for a portion of my
travel expenses, This cvent is also a good way to get to know Professor Benjamin, one of Brazil's
leading environmental jurists.

The age difference

As in most countries in the world, law in Brazil is an undergraduate majos; and the
course at UFRGS takes five years to complete. The typical student enters law school at age
eighteen and graduates at age twenty-three, ready to goout into the world as a full-fledged lawyer
{that is, once he passes the Brazilian bar exam). The UFRGS law school has two separate
groups (turmas) of students, the morning furma and the nighttime furma. The morning tema
follows the traditional age paradigm more closely: virtually all students are in their late teens or
carly twenties and do not work or only wotk parttime. The nighttime tiurma, on the other
hand, has a larger proportion of nentraditional students: older students thathave full-time jobs
during the day and moonlight as law students; these students can be anywhere from eighteen to
seventy years old. Even in the nighttime turma, however, the vast majority of students will be
younger than you.
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The implications of the age dynamic are cbvious. You're likely to have amore ample perspective
than most of your classmares: you'll have written more papers, you'll have taken more tests, you'll have
hadmoreiobsand mternships, and you'll probably be more mature. Andevenifyouhang outmainly with
fifth-year underpraduares, older students from the nighttime sma, and UFRGS LLM. students, you'll
still have (o associate with nineteen-year-olds in class, in exiracurricular activities, and at parties and other
recreational events. Thisisjust something to keepinmind.

UFRGS Code of Conduct

There is currently no official code of conduct in force at the UFRGS, although word has
it that one is currently being debated. There is, however; a rule agamst alcohol on campus; at
Lanches Antdnio and Lanches Ferreira {the snack bar in the law school) you worltbe able to
buy a beer. The rule against alcchol is overlooked when there is some sort of on-campus
banquet or other organized event.

Law Library and UN Library

The law Ebrary is located on the first floor of the Jew school building, in the middle of the rear
hallway. The very helpful head librarizn is Naita Touguinha Lomando. There are a couple of computer
rerminals which you can use 1o search for books. Youllneed your UFRGS student 1D (the Blue one} to
check outbooks (see “Getting Your Fvo Student IDS” under “Registering for Classes,” above, tofindout
hiow and where to get this ID). Ifyou stmply want to photocapy an article out of alawioumal, youcan
feave some formof 1D ar dhe frontdesk while you go downstairs to Guti Copyto doso. Cverduebooks R
rerday. When youenter the hbrary, you'll have toleave your book bag behind the front desk.

"The UNReserve Library is lecated in the basement, dowm the stepsbeside the envrance o the
regular faw library. It has asmall collection of matnly UN-produced books and documents, which voult
also need your UFRGS student 1D o check out. There are three computer terminals, wich internet
access, that you can use for free. You can also print things out for R$0.20 per page. Professor Claudia’s
research proup meets every Tuesday in aseminar room accessible from inside the TN Library

The “Kérox"

Gut Copy is the official name of the place everybody refers o as “o Xeérox™; itis located
outside (he law school beside Lanches Ferreira, You can also access it through a Dutch door just
inside the entrance to the UN Libeary in the law school basement. Copies are asteal at R$0.10,
and spiral bindings are just R$2.90 (eompare that to the whopping U.8.$5.95 you normally pay
at Kinko's), Most classes also have a pastd, a special folder kept behind the desk at Guti Copy

with readings and other documenits that the professor will assign at some point in the semester.

Recommended Books

The following are just a few of the books [ recommend that you buy before leaving for Brazil or,
as the case may be, soon after arival.

* Sem [ Constiuipdo Federal, Cédigos Civil, Pencd, dle Processo Civil, de Processo Penal e Legislogdo
Complernentar Pundzmental (2003), Sao Padlo: Editora Manole Leda. I0s probablya poodides o have

all these codes, and this is the only book THound that consolidates thern all, Tes available s Liviaria Cilora
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+ Constivicdo da Repriblica Federadva do Brasi {1988). The current Brazilian Constituton s an
absolute essential; it will be cited by the professor at least once per day in $0% of your classes. Luckily its
also veryeasy to find; there's usually acopy of it printed at the front of any code {such as the Civil or Penal
Code) or published compilation of legistation,

David, René (1998}, Cs Grandes Sistermas de Diveito Corternporineo. Sdo Paulo:
Martins Fortes. This elassic, which maybe arequirement if you tale Comparative Law, explains and
comyares the world'smajor systems of faw in a clear and complete manner. Ifyour knowledge of the civil
law tradition s less than complete, it’s probably a good idea to read the section on the Romano-Genmanic
family of faw before classes begin. Tts onlydownfallis thatithas not been well updared smee René David
died quite some time ago; for example, in the section on US. law, it lists the minimum amount in
controversy for removal tofederal court assll bemgac 1S 510,000, Irisavailable ar the bockstand in
Lanches Ferreira (the snack barin the law school) and probably at either Livraria Culrurain Bourbon
Counay Shoppingor Livraria Savriang in Praia de Belas Shopping,

Marzano, Fabio (2002). Diciondnio Fspanhol-Portugués de Falsas Semethangas. Riode
Janeiro: Editora Campras, The Spanishespeaking leamer of Portuguese already knows that there are tons
of wordds thatare similar between the two languages that seemn ke theyshould have the same meaning,
but they don't. Forexampile, hume “smoke” in Spanish s fitmaga in Portuguese, while fimo asa noun in
Portuguese means “tobacco”. Thisis the most complete dicfonary of false cognates and other specious
lexical similarfdes between Fortuguese and Spanish Thave yet been able to find, It's a pood toolfor the
Spanish-speaking learmer of Portuzuese who is seeking to purify his Portuguese. [t's available at Livraria
Culturain Bourbon Counary Shopping,

Melle, Maria Chaves de (1998}, Diciondrin Juridico Fortugués- Inglds/Inglés-Porugués, 7¢
ed. Rio de Janeiro: Elfos. The best Portuguese-English legal dicdonary thas Fhave been able to find, itis
awvailable at berger hookstores in Porra Alegre, such as Livearia Cultura and Livraria Savriar,

Noble, John et al (2002, Lonely Planet Bragl, 5th ed. Melboune: Lonely Planet
Publications. Ifyou bring only one thing to Brazil, bring your passpert. Ifyou bringonly two things, bring
your passport and the exchange-student guide that you're holding inyour hands dehe now: 1fyou bring
only diree things, bring your passport, this guide, and the Iatest edidon of Leonely Planct Brazl. If's available
atbookstores everywhere in the ULS, Ifyoufor some reason don' buyit before leaving the LS, youcan
also find itat Livraria Cudeura in Bourbon Country Shopping in Porto Alegre.,

Oliveira, Edison de (2001). Todo o mundy tem dibuida, inclusive vocé. Porto Alepre:
Editora Sagra Luzzacto. Thisfun and easy-to-read book explains, in highly understandable terms, many
ofthose micky things abour Portuguese thatyou andeven most native speakers have a hard time dealing
with {e.g., where to put clitic pronouns in different situations —ee estarei dizendo, eserei te dizendn, estared
dizendo-te, or estar-te-cidizendo?), It's available at Livraria Cultura or Liviaria Savriana.,

Perini, Mério A. (2002). Modem Portuguese: A Reference Gremmar. New Haven: Yale
URE A621-page hardcover grammar book written for the native English speaker seeking to improve or
perfect his Brazilian Portuguese. This hook is very complete, casy toread, and loaded with enlightening
examples; it also does awonderful job of explaining the differences hetween spolken and written Brazilian
Fortuguese. Ie's agood companion when wiitingtegal papersin Portuguese, and is worth bringing to Brazil
withyoudespite the added weightin your lusgage. Itcostsabout $60 and is available on wwwamazen.com.
And since it's the book of choice of the UT Portuguese Department for advanced phonetics and
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grammar classes, ifyou're in Austinyou canalso find itat the main branch of the Co-op amang the books
for the Portupuese classes. IPswell worth the somewhat lofty price.

Whitlam, Johnet, al., eds. 2001), Coliins Diciondrio Prdico Inglés- Fortugués Fortuguds-
ngles, Glasgow and New York, HarperCollins Publishers. The medium-sized hardback is durable and
quite complete while still manageable encugh i size and weight to camy back and forth to scheol. s
available in bookstores in Porta Alegre and throughout Braziland the US.

Legal Glossary

Thefollowingisashortliscofle gal terms thar commcmly appear in Portuguese lepal writings, and
their appmmnate equivalentsin English. Foracomplete list, purchase the Mello Fortuguese-Fnglish legal
dictionary at 2 local bookstore in Porto Alegre (see “Recommended Books,” under “The Academic
Ervironment at the UFRGS Law School,” above, for more details),

acordao judement

adizr  todelay

algada  competence, jurisdicton

auo  legal proceeding

auto-exceutivel self-executng

cliusulapenal  liquidated-damages clause

competéncia  jurisdiction (asincompetence to try acase; see “jurisdicio™)
condenagie  conviction (jur)

daqui paradiante hereiniafter
dentincia accusation, complaint; indictment
denunciar to complam of to the authorities, ro press charpes against; o indict

depoimento statement, testmony

depor  togive adeposition

desarazoacy  unreasonable

disposittve provision {as in aprovision inacode or atreary)

efeito dissuasivo deterrenteffect

encarregadode chargedwith (e g, investigating complaints of slave labor etc.)

fomgidos fupitives

incuérito seport (asina “police report” = “inquérito policial”™

jurado  juror

jlri jury

jutisprudéneia  case faw

Er oswear

]u115d1gao surisdiction (as in geographical reach of a court; see “compe@nciz”)
jums  nterest {onaloan, et

lirninar (£} preliminary verdict

locaghio lense
QAB Ordem dos Advogados do Brasii (Brazils analogue to the ABA)
osmeiosde quedispde all means aties dlisposal
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TR draft, rough draft
minutar  todraft
paises da commonlamy  common-lawcoumtries
pafses da familia romano-germinica  civil-law countries
parecer consultivo advisory opinion
pessoajuridica coporation
prescrever  [olapse
projetode lei bill Gur)
processar losue
providéncizs measures
reivindicaciio claim
reivindicar  toclam
reladrio  report (butsee “inquétito™
ressarcimento compensation
SETISAL0 reasonable (s in “reasonable pesson™
testemunbhaocular eyewitess
mibual  court, tibunal (note: “corte” is not commonly used in this sense, except with

international or foreign courts such as the Corte Intemacional de Justica or the Suprema Core dos EUA)

vard  jurisdiction {geographical reach ofa court)
vedacio Tam, prohibition
vedar  woben

vide  see {commandformused in written cross-references; semantically equivalent o “veja”)

v Thingsto Do Before Leaving Porto Alegre

Gettingar: Official Transcriptrom UFRGS of the Classes you Took
Getting the documentwhich explains the UFRGS grading system

UFRGS, like most U3, institutions, uses a letter-based grading systemn. There are five possible

grades {conceitos):'®

A OrimeyFxcellent

B Bom{Good
C Regular/Average
D Insavisfacdrio/Failing

EorFF [alea de freqiiéneis/Insufficient astendance

Registrar's Office:

Universidade Federal do Rio Grande do Sul—Pré Reitoria de Fnsino
Depatamento de Contole e Registro Académico—DECORD]

Av, Patlo Gama, 110-Prédio 12106~ Anexo Ida Reitoria

® The grading systern is set forth in Article 135 of the Regimento da Universidade {a booklef).
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90046-900—Porto Alegre RS~ Brasil

it's a goed idea to get an official letter from UFRGS explaining the grading system before
returning to the United States with your UFRGS transcript torequest acredit ransfer. Goinperson tothe
Registrar’s Office (DECORDI), located in Rectory Annex [ on the main campus (next to Lanches
Anttnio) and fill out the form “Selicitacio de Documentos,” requesting an “Atestado de sistema de
avaliagho.” You will need yourmimero dematricude, or at least your student ID so they can fook up your
studentnumber The lecter coss R$2.10. Theywill give you aslip of paperwhich you then take to the
nearby Banco do Brastl inorder to deposit the R$2, 10 directlyinto the URFGS hank account; for some
reason, they won't take the money directly. You then retum to DECORD with the bank depasitreceipt.

Note that the letter takes two days to procass, Youllhave togoback o DECOR Dl inperson @
pick up the letter, which will be in Fortuguese, printed on official watermarked paper. An official
translation into English can supposediy be requested at the Biblioteca Ceniral.

Getting your official transcripe

Unlessyouplan on hanging around Porto Alegre for 2 few weeks after the semester isoves, you'l
probably have to have Silvia Rocha in Relagfes Internacionais (relmer(@ufigs.br) mait you your rmnscript.
She does this all the time. Just malce sure you remind her before you leave town, and send her areminder
el a couple of weeks afteryou leave Forto Alegre. She'll send yeu as many capies as youneed.

Important telephones and websites
Emerpency numbers
. Brigada Militar: tel. 190,
Corpa de Bombeiros: tel. 193,
Hospital de Pronco Socotro: tels. 192, 3330.9998, 3316-9888
Policia Cvil: tels. 194, {(51) 3217-2411.
Policia Federal, Delegacio de Esrangefros: tel. (51) 3358-9070,

Transportation
Acroporwo Internacional Salgado Filhos tel. (31) 3358-2000,
Bus and loracds route hotline: tel. 158, www.partoalegre,rs.govbr,
Estaciio Rodoviaria: tel. (51) 3210-0101, wwwirodoviaria-poa.com.br.

UFRGS contacts
Relagdes Instinucionais e Internacionais: tel. (51) 3316-3902, fax (51} 3316-3973,
c-mail relinter@ufrgs.br.
UFRGS general: wwwiufrgs.briufres.
UFRGS law school: www.direito.ufrgs.br.

Adlines
- American Airlines: Porto Alegre tel, (51) 3211-2088, US. toll-free [-800-433-7300, Brazil
nationwide (not toll-free) 0300-789-7778, wwwamercanaitines.com.
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- Continental Aitlines: US. roll-free 1-800-231-0856, Brazil toll-free 0800-55-4777,

www.continental.com

Delta Airdines: US. toll-free 1-800-241-4141, Brazil coll-fiée 0800-22-1121,
wwwdelta.com,

GOL Airlines: wwwivoegol.com.br.

TAM Aiines: Porto Alegre tel. {31) 3286-5834, U.S. wllfree 1-888-2-FLY-
TAM, Brazil nattormwide (not toll-free) 0300-123-1000, Brazil nationwide (toll-free) 0800-5602-
211, www.tam.com.br, www.tam.com.br.

United Airlines: U.S, wll-free 1-800-426-5561, Brazil toll-free 0800-16-2323,
www.ual.com, www.united.com.br

Varig Airdines: Porto Alegre tel. (51) 3332-8799, US. wollfree 1-800-468-2744, Brazi
natonwide (not woll-free) 0300-788- 7000, wwwivarig.corn, wawwvarighrasil.com.

Consulazes and embassies

Brazilizn Consulate Generalin Houston: el (713) 961.3063, fax (713) 961-3070,
e-mail consbras@brazilhouston.org, www.brazilhouston.org,

Brazlian Consulate General in New York: tel. (917) 777-7777, fax (212) 827-
0225, e-mail consulado@braziny.org, wwwibrazilny.org,

LS. Embessy, Brasilia: wwwiembaixada-americana.orgbr, el (61) 3217272,

US. Consulate, Rio de Jansiro: www.consulado-americano-tio.orgbr/rio5 Jum,
el {21) 22927177,

U.S. Consulate, Sac Paulo {serving Rio Grande do Sui):
www.consuladoamericanosp.orgby, tel. (11) 30816511

Cther
Tinismo: tel. {(51) 3388-7669, www.tutismo.rs.gov.br.
Telephone information hotline: tel, 102,
Agéncia Central de Comreios: tel, 3220-8800, wwwi.correios.com.br.





