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Resumo: Apresenta-se aqui um panorama das sucessivas significacdes adquiridas
pelas Ciéncias Sociais da religido no decorrer de sua recente institucionalizacéo
no Brasil. Sete 'momentos” sdo destacados, com respectivas densidades de atencao
tematica. Surge primeiro, do interior mesmo das instituicées religiosas, uma
'sociologia religiosa’, que se transformara pouco a pouco, autonomizando-se, em
'Ciéncias Sociais da Religido’. Vieram entdo as descobertas sucessivas da religido
popular, da pregnancia politica da religiao numa sociedade politicamente instavel
como a do Brasil, do persistente sentido religioso da religiao, com as perguntas,
decorrentes da secularizacdo e do advento dos Novos Movimentos Religiosos.
Correlativannte, chamaram - e chamam - a atencao os sinais de resisténcia das
instituicoes. O estudo conclui-se em direcao a uma prospectiva: o 'momento” de
amanha podera ser mamado, de um lado, pelas novas modalidades da adesdo dos
individuos religiosos a suas instituicées de referéncia, de outro lado pelos cruza
mento s de um duplo pluralismo que implicara tanto religioes quanto culturas na

problem atica das identificacoes.
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Abstract: This is a panorama of the successive meanings acquired by the Social
Sciences of Religion during their recent institutionalization in Brazil. Seven
‘moments’ are emphasized, each with their own respective density of thematic
attention. The first of these moments comes from within religious institutions, a
‘religious sociology’, that is gradually transformed and made autorxmous,
becoming 'Sodal Science of Religion'. Afterwards, successive discoveries of
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popular religion were made, being a politically impre gnat ed religion in a
politically unstable society such as Brazil, with a persistent religious sense of
religion, and whose questions sprang from secularization and the advent of the

New Religious Movements. Correlatively, what then called and still continues

Keywords: Social Science of Religion, religious institutions, individualization,

secularization, pluralism

DEBATES DO NER, PORID ALEGRE, ANO 8, N. 11, p 8-20,JAN./JuN. 2007



calling attertion are the signs of resigance from the part of traditiond institution. The study is
concluded by pointing towards a prospective: tomorrows momert may be marked, on the one
hand, by the new modalities of religious individuals adhering to their own institutions of
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reference and, on the other hand, by crossovers between a double pluralism that impliesreligion
aswell as culture in the problematic of creating identities.
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