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Absiract: In a geneil way, Anthiopolcji in Pemambuco devebped itself from the
scientific inteist of Psy±iairy for the Afrkan-Brazilian religions and its articulaticri
with the regulative acticri of the New State (Estalo Novo), which estab1ish1 the

so-called "scientific control". In Pemambuco, during the last century thirties and
forties, some psychiatrists of the Mental Health Service (MHS) like Ulysses
Pernambucano de Mello, Albino Goncalves Fernandes and René Ribeiro were
among those who were engad to make the fathers and mothers of sainis along
with theits house of cults more socially accei.table and also, free of the New Sta1
repression. Moreover, it is remarkable the influerEe of the publWilng of Masters
and Slave (Casa Granth & Senzak in 1933, and the intellectual alliaice betwn
Gil1rto Fr're and Melville Herovitz. Founded in 1977, under the coonlinailon of
Roberto Motta, the Anthropology Post-Graduation Program had its first
enserrble of maste dissetations concening religion in the eighlies, betwn 1983
and 1988, with a defense each year. The production of dissertations in the
Anthropology Post-Graduation Program at the UFPE has, since the Program
foundatior displayed an exprsiveopening to the most different religions,a divetsity
also shown when concerning the regions of the country and the theoretical
approathes used, both sociological and anthropologkal.
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